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MINUTES/RECORD OF THE INISHOWEN MUNICIPAL DISTRICT ‘GOTOMEETING’ HELD ON TUESDAY 9th 

February 2021 at 1.00pm 

 

Councillors Present: 

Cllrs Paul Canning, Nicholas Crossan, Terry Crossan, Albert Doherty, Rena Donaghey, Martin Farren, 
Martin Mc Dermott, Bernard Mc Guinness and Jack Murray.  
 

Officials Present:  

John McLaughlin, Chief Executive Officer, Aideen Doherty, Area Manager, Housing & Corporate,  Una 

Cresswell, A/Senior Staff Officer ,Housing & Corporate Services, Seamus Hopkins, Area Manager, Roads 

and Transportation, Killian Smith , Executive Planner ,Mathew Byrne, Waste Regulation Officer and  

Fiona Doherty, Development Officer, Community Development, David Friel, Coastal Officer, Michael 

McGarvey, Senior Engineer. 

 

21.08 Consideration of the minutes of the Inishowen Municipal District “GoToMeeting” held on 12th 

January 2021 

On the proposal of Cllr Nicholas Crossan and seconded by Cllr Terry Crossan, the minutes of the 

Inishowen Municipal District Meeting held 12th January 2021 on were agreed. 

 

21.09 Minutes Correction re Culdaff Play Park 

It was noted that in minute 21.05.07 referring to Culdaff Play Park there was an error describing Culdaff 

beach as the oldest beach in Donegal when it should have stated that Culdaff playground was the oldest 

playground in Donegal. 

 

21.10 PLANNING  

The Planning Report was taken as read by Killian Smith, Executive Planner.  

 
21.10.01 Taking in Charge of Private Residential Estates-  
 
Riverdale Park, Ballymacarry, Buncrana 
Approval was sought from the members for the Taking in Charge of Riverdale Park, Ballymacarry, 
Buncrana in the Inishowen Municipal District Area in order to complete the Taking in Charge process. 
 
On the proposal of Councillor Rena Donaghey, seconded by Councillor Nicholas Crossan, it was resolved 

that the Council make an order in accordance with Section 207 of the Planning & Development Act 

2000(as amended) for the creation of a public right of way over the estate roads within the housing 

estate Riverdale Park, Ballymacarry, Buncrana as set out in the attached maps, to enable it to proceed 

with the taking in charge of the estates. 

 

On the proposal of Councillor Nicholas Crossan, seconded by Councillor Rena Donaghey, it was resolved 
that the Council make an order in accordance with Section 11 (1) of the Roads Act, 1993 to declare the 
estate roads within the housing estate Riverdale Park, Ballymacarry, Buncrana to be a public road and 
note the consequential provisions contained in Section 180(4) of the Planning and Development Act, 
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2000 (as amended) whereby this Council will also take in charge the water services infrastructure and 
the public open spaces or car park within the attendant grounds of the development and will 
subsequently transfer the water services within the estate to Irish Water. 
 
Beacon Hill, Figary, Fahan 
On the proposal of Councillor Rena Donaghey, seconded by Councillor Nicholas Crossan, it was resolved 

that the Council make an order in accordance with Section 207 of the Planning & Development Act 

2000(as amended) for the creation of a public right of way over the estate roads within the housing 

estate Beacon Hill, Figary, Fahan as set out in the attached maps, to enable it to proceed with the taking 

in charge of the estates. 

 

On the proposal of Councillor Nicholas Crossan, seconded by Councillor Rena Donaghey, it was resolved 

that the Council make an order in accordance with Section 11 (1) of the Roads Act, 1993 to declare the 

estate roads within the housing estate Beacon Hill, Figary, Fahan to be a public road and note the 

consequential provisions contained in Section 180(4) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as 

amended) whereby this Council will also take in charge the water services infrastructure and the public 

open spaces or car park within the attendant grounds of the development and will subsequently 

transfer the water services within the estate to Irish Water. 

 

St John’s Park, Ballymacarry Lower, Buncrana 

On the proposal of Councillor   Jack Murray seconded by Councillor Rena Donaghey it was resolved that 

the Council make an order in accordance with Section 207 of the Planning & Development Act 2000(as 

amended) for the creation of a public right of way over the estate roads within the housing estate St 

John’s Park, Ballymacarry Lower, Buncrana as set out in the attached maps, to enable it to proceed with 

the taking in charge of the estates. 

 

On the proposal of Councillor Jack Murray, seconded by Councillor  Rena Donaghey, it was resolved that 

the Council make an order in accordance with Section 11 (1) of the Roads Act, 1993 to declare the estate 

roads within the housing estate St John’s Park, Ballymacarry Lower, Buncrana to be a public road and 

note the consequential provisions contained in Section 180(4) of the Planning and Development Act, 

2000 (as amended) whereby this Council will also take in charge the water services infrastructure and 

the public open spaces or car park within the attendant grounds of the development and will 

subsequently transfer the water services within the estate to Irish Water. 

 

Cllr Jack Murray said it was very positive news that these estates were being taking over and it was very 

much welcomed. 

 
21.10.02 Inishowen Municpal District Planning Applications 

Killian Smith advised that the Inishowen Municipal District have the highest number of planning 

applications in the county. Cllr Martin Farren reiterated previous remarks made at Inishowen Municipal 

District meetings with regard to having a planning service available in the Carndonagh Public Service 
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Centre.  Killian Smith advised that currently, decentralisation was not being considered as far as he was 

aware. 

 

21.10.03 Commencement Notices with Opt Out Option 

Cllr Paul Canning raised concerns about commencement notices being completed with the ‘Opt Out’ 

option.  Some discussion took place on potential problems that may arise in the future. 

 

21.10.04 Planning Enforcement Case 

Cllr Rena Donaghey and Cllr Terry Crossan referred to an ongoing complex enforcement issue 

mentioned at the last Inishowen Municipal District meeting.  Concerns were reiterated regarding issues 

and questions were raised on whose responsibility was it to address ongoing issues. Killian Smith 

advised that the Environment Section were dealing with this matter. 

 

21.10.05 Mica Redress Scheme 

Cllr Martin McDermott raised some planning related issues with regard to homeowners affected by mica 

who have to rebuild their homes; He asked if they are exempt from building regulations. He sought 

clarification on rules regarding planning if the homeowner wishes to build a smaller or larger 

replacement property.  Kiliian Smith said that he would follow up on this matter with Paddy Mullen, 

Senior Executive Engineer with Building Control. 

 

21.10.06 Invalid Planning Applications 

It was noted that twenty three per cent of applications received in Inishowen Municpal District are 

invalid. Cllr Nicholas Crossan said he was concerned at the level of invalid applications. Killian Smith 

advised that often applications were complex. He added that applications deemed invalid upon receipt 

will not necessarily mean that the application will eventually be refused. He advised that Eunan Quinn, 

Senior Executive Planner has completed an analysis of all invalid applications which he will make 

available to agents to let them see where common errors are being made 

 
21.10 .07 Planning Clinics  
Killian Smith advised that the telephone based Planning Clinics at the Public Service Centre will resume. 
 
 
21.11 COMMUNITY AND ENTERPRISE 

The report was taken as read by Fiona Doherty, Development Officer  

 

20.11.01 Date for Workshop re Malin Head Visitor Management Plan  

It was agreed that a Workshop on the Malin Head Visitor Management Plan would take place on 11th 

March at 12.00pm 

 

20.11.02 Malin Head Visitor Management Plan 

A discussion took place on the lack of availability of car parking at Malin Head and the need for this to 

addressed as a priority so that the problems that arose in 2020 are avoided.  Cllr Martin McDermott said 
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it was critical that car parking  issues are addressed at  the workshop. Cllr Albert Doherty stated that he 

understood that possible solutions were being considered at present and that he hoped that the 

members would be briefed at the workshop in March on parking, public lighting and the infrastructure 

in general. Cllr Bernard McGuinness added that a temporary car park at Banbas Crown is required to 

cater for the increased visitor numbers. 

 

Fiona Doherty advised that there was a plan for forty car parking spaces at Malin Head and that all these 

matters raised will be discussed at the planned workshop on 11th March. 

 

21.11.03 An Grianán of Aileach Fort  

Cllr Paul Canning referred to the Conservation and Management Plan for An Grianán of Aileach Fort.He 

expressed his concerns over restrictions that may be placed at the Fort which may limit the numbers of 

visitors allowed there at any one time.  He said such measures could have a negative impact on 

attracting visitors and may end up being counterproductive for tourism in the area.  Cllr Jack Murray 

stated that he believed that a tour guide should be available, as is the case with similar historical tourist 

attractions around the country. He added that a tour guide would protect the site and improve the 

visitor experience.  

 

After some discussion, the general consensus was that discussions should take place before the plan is 

implemented. It was agreed that a workshop with the Office of Public Works should be organised so that 

all of the members concerns be considered. Fiona Doherty agreed to follow up with the Office of Public 

Works on matters raised. 

 

21.11.04 Town and Village Renewal scheme   
Cllr Martin Farren reiterated his concerns highlighted at the last Inishowen Municipal District Meeting 

regarding the unsuccessful Town and Village Renewal application for Moville. He requested that 

alternative funding is explored for the Moville proposal.  

 
Fiona Doherty said that the application may be resubmitted this year subject to assessment. 
 
21.11.05 Development Fund Initiative  

A date for a workshop to consider the allocation of the DFI funding was agreed for 8th March 2021 at 

12.00pm. Fiona Doherty advised that she would discuss applications with the members five days before 

the Workshop. 

 

21.11.06` Rural Development Investment Programme - 2020 Clár Funding for Portaleen Viewing point, 

Glengad.  

Councillor Martin McDermott reiterated his request from the previous Inishowen Municpal District 

Meeting, to ensure that the works associated with the Portaleen Viewing Point at Glengad is progressed 

and completed for the summer season. 
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21.11.07 Moville Play Park  
Cllr Martin Farren referred to the repair of the broken Zip line equipment at Moville play park. He 

advised that one of the columns at side of the zip line is very uneven. Fiona Doherty advised that 

contractors have been contacted. 

 
21.11.08 Activity Wall at Barrack Hill, Carndonagh  
 Following on from previous meetings, Cllr Albert Doherty requested that a solution regarding the issues 
with the Activity Wall at Barrack Hill town Park be found. Fiona Doherty stated that senior council 
officials were dealing with this matter. 
 
21.11.09 Signage at Barrack Hill  

Cllr Albert Doherty reiterated his request for the replacement of damaged signage at Barrack Hill.  

 

21.12 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, INFORMATION SYSTEMS & EMERGENCY SERVICES 

 

21.12.01 Tourism Strategy 2021-25 

It was agreed that a workshop would take place on Monday 8th March at 10.00 am to dicuss  

Tourism Strategy 2021-25. It was noted that,Tourism Development International have been appointed 

to develop a five -year tourism Strategy for the County to guide and steer the recovery, growth and 

development of the tourism sector in Donegal 

 
Cllr Martin Mc Dermott expressed his concerns that there had been no meetings with Donegal Tourism 

over the last two years. He said that it was imperative that Inishowen was well presented as a tourist 

destination and included in Donegal Tourism‘s international promotions and initiatives.  Barney 

McLaughlin said that owing to the pandemic, few meetings had taken place. He added most of Donegal 

Tourism’s work was about marketing and until it is known when life returns to normal it is difficult to do 

campaigns. 

 
Cllr Jack Murray asked if there would be funds available for projects such as developing an app for  

An Grianán of Aileach Fort 

 

21.12.02 Caravan and Camping Study  

Barney McLaughlin advised that the Caravan and Camping Study was being carried out by KPMG Future 

Analytics who are undertaking a study to evaluate the opportunist and challenges facing the Caravan 

and Camping sector in Donegal. 

 

21.12.03 Promotion of Donegal Oversees 

Barney McLaughlin advised that a TV travel programme promoting tourism with footage from Inishowen 

will air in America. Cllr Martin McDermott said he welcomed this news. 
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21.12.04 Local Enterprise Office Brexit Stimulus Package 

Supports from the Brexit Stimulus Package as outlined in the report were noted. Cllr Martin Farren said 

he believed that the members should be kept informed of how the funds are spent as Brexit is 

catastrophic for border areas and particularly Inishowen. 

 

Cllr McGuinness said Brexit was affecting Donegal seriously.  He highlighted changes such as Vehicle 

Registration Tax and lack of availability of some products. 

 

21.12.05 Broadband at Malin Head 

It was note that broadband was not yet live at Malin Head. 

 

21.12.06 Water Tender  

Cllr Martin McDermott reiterated his disappointment with the response he received from the Fire 

Service regarding the new fire tender which is situated in West Donegal. He said that he had spoken 

with the Chief Fire Officer regarding this. 

 

Barney McLaughlin said he would relay the concerns back to the relevant personnel in the Emergency 

Services. 

 

21.12.07 Remote Working Strategy 

Cllr Albert Doherty stated that some people were unable to conduct business at home due to poor 

internet and that this should be addressed. 

 

21.13 ENVIRONMENT 

Mathew Byrne, Waste Regulation Officer presented the Environment report to the members. David 

Friel, Coastal Officer and Michael McGarvey, Senior Engineer, Environment Services were also present. 

 

21.13.01 Coastal Erosion  

Michael McGarvey said that unfortunately due to clashing with other meeting commitments he has not 

been able to attend an Inishowen Municpal District meeting in a long time. He said coastal erosion has 

been on the Agenda since 2014 and there have been funds for surveys but there has been little for 

intervention. He said that he has met with Jim Casey, from the Office of Public Works and also with John 

Farren from Ballyliffen Golf club recently. He said that concerns were acknowledged but the current 

advice remains to continue to monitor erosion at beaches. He added that a series of recommendations 

will issue to councillors and be available on the council’s website by the end of March 2021. 

 

Cllr Martin McDermott expressed his frustration and said by 2045 due to the level of erosion around the 

Five Fingers Strand area that the seawater could be at Lagg Chapel if not addressed.  He said it is clear 

that the OPW are not interested. He added that considering there was a world renowned golf club 

nearby that it was unacceptable that no actions were taken. Cllr McGuinness said that if the OPW were 

not going to do the work let them give the Council permission to do so.  Cllr McDermott suggested that 
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a meeting with Patrick O'Donovan Minister of State with responsibility for Office of Public Works should 

be organised. 

 

A lengthy discussion took place and it was agreed that the matter needed to be taken seriously.  It was 

noted that in other counties works had taken place to address erosion.  Michael McGarvey said he 

shared the frustration of the members over the issue. 

 

21.13.02 Flooding Measures 

Cllr Jack Murray asked if there was any update on flooding prevention measures for Burnfoot. 

 

21.13.03 Diving Board at Buncrana 

Cllr Jack Murray asked it the Diving Board could be reinstalled at Buncrana shore front. David Friel 

advised that the depth of water is insufficient to allow a diving board. 

 

21.13.04 Blue Flag Status for Lisfannon Beach 

Cllr Rena Donaghey stated that that every effort should be made to have the Blue Flag status restored. 

at Lisfannon  

 

21.13.07 Buncrana Leisure Centre 

Cllr Rena Donaghey said that she would like an update on Buncrana Leisure Centre.  

 

21.13.08 Junk Kouture 2020 
It was noted that three students from Carndonagh Community School have been crowned 2020 Junk 

Kouture winners with their winning design, a fishtail gown made of sea glass, plastic milk cartons and 

recycled glass such as bottles and jam jars.  Cllr Donaghey said that she would like to congratulate the 

team, involving students Brónach Harkin, Robyn O'Donnell and Orlaith Doherty under the guidance of 

teacher Pauline McDermott who won €1,000 in prize money and a further €2,000 for their school. 

 

21.13.09 Foyle View Estate, Quigley’s Point  

Cllr Terry Crossan referred to Foyle View Estate outside Quigley’s Point where the treatment plant 

nearby is not working and in a bad state of repair. He added that a man hole is broken and a fence has 

fallen down. 

 

21.13.10 Rockstown, Muff  

Cllr Jack Murray expressed concerns regarding the effluent from the sewerage treatment plant in Muff. 

 

21.13.11 Sewerage Treatment Plants 

Cllr Paul Canning said that a survey should be completed to identify and log all the  sewerage treatment 

plants with problems if this has  not been done already  He referred to ongoing issues in Bridgend and 

Burnfoot. 
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21.13.12 Quads on Beaches 

Cllr Martin Farren expressed his concerns over the use of quads on beaches.  The difficulty in 

apprehending and fining offenders was acknowledged but the consensus was that this needs to be 

addressed.  

 

21.13.13 Kinnego Bay- Flag Status 

Cllr Bernard McGuinness proposed and Cllr Albert Doherty seconded that Kinnego  Bay should be 

considered for Blue Flag status. David Friel, Coastal Officer said that he was aware of the desire to get 

Kinnego Bay designated as a blue flag beach but that  there were issues preventing it from obtaining the 

status , such as car parking issues,  emergency access, lack of phone signals etc. 

 

21.13.14 Public Conveniences in Moville 

Cllr Martin Farren requested that the Public Conveniences in Moville be refurbished.  

 

21.13.145 Carbon Tax  

Cllr Albert Doherty referred to the Carbon Tax Fund and asked who has been driving the funding since it 

was announced.  

 

21.13.15 Seaweed Harvesting Licenses 

A discussion took place on seaweed harvesting and the obtaining of licenses. Clarification was sought on 

the process and potential issues. 

 

 

21.14 HOUSING &CORPORATE SERVICES  

Aideen Doherty, Area Manager, Housing and Corporate Services presented the Housing report to the 

members and updated them on matters. 

 

Cllr Paul Canning and Cllr Martin Farren expressed their gratitude to the housing team on the recent 

allocations. Cllr Canning said that it was encouraging that the housing list was moving. Cllr Terry Crossan 

complemented the housing team on the efficient processing of grants. 

 

21.14.01 Mica Redress Scheme 

Aideen Doherty, Area Manager for Housing and Corporate, updated the members on the number of 

applications received under the Mica Redress Scheme to date. 

 

Cllr Bernard McGuinness referred to the Mica Redress Scheme and specifically how he believes that the 

full costs of replacing homes are not going to be met which meant that in some cases homeowners may 

be at a loss more than €100,000.  The cap of €247,500 for the complete demolition and rebuild of the 

dwelling is an unrealistic amount.  He said he believed costs were prohibitive.  He added that Insurance 

companies and financial institutions were causing problems too. There was a suggestion that banks be 

contacted but it was noted that this had already been addressed by the Mica Action Group. Cllr 

McDermott concurred with Cllr McGuinness stating that the gap between what can be applied for and 
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what costs are ,must be closed. Cllr Jack Murray sought clarification on who set the cap on the scheme, 

was it decided by the Government or by Donegal County Council. 

 

The consensus of the members was that the Mica Redress Scheme had taken a long time to design and 

now home owners were feeling anxious and distressed with concerns over costs not being fully 

reimbursed over the scheme. Albert Doherty said he believe the Pyrite Address Scheme covered one 

hundred per cent of the costs so the Mica Redress Scheme should too. 

 

Some further discussion took place and it was suggested that a workshop addressing concerns and 

issues around mica was necessary. It was acknowledged that a Housing SPC meeting was taking place on 

23rd February where these issues would be raised. 

 

21.14.02   Heathhil; Newtowncunningham  

Cllr Terry Crossan referred to the gardens in the new estate in Newtowncunningham being water 

logged. Aideen Doherty advised that this had been investigated and that this was not a long term 

problem. 

 

12.14.03 Third Level Students - Motion at Plenary Meeting September 2020 

Cllr Albert Doherty referred to his motion at the DCC Plenary meeting requesting that the government 

initiate immediate actions to support families and third level students. 

 

21.14.04 Date of Next Meeting  

It was agreed that the next Inishowen Municipal District Meeting would take place on 9th March 2021 at 

1.00pm 

 

 

21.15 ROADS AND TRANSPORTATION 
Seamus Hopkins advised the members that he was preparing the Programme of Works which will be 

considered at the proposed workshops and then formally agreed at the March Inishowen Municpal 

District meeting. 

 

Some matters were raised which Seamus Hopkins agreed to update the members on  

 

 Street lights out in Buncrana 

 Tullyarb Bridge, Craignahorna 

 Works at Glentogher Road – Part 8 funding – Phase Ready to go 

 Crash  Barrier at Quigley’s Point 

 Casey’s Corner 

 Hedge Cutting 

 Works at Clonbeg Junction. 

  Potential for stepping stones at Lisfannon and Stragill 
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21.15.01 Buncrana Pier. 
Cllr Rena Donaghey stated that Buncrana Pier should be considered for a massive overhaul as it was the 

first thing that visitors see when they disembark from the Rathmullan Ferry. She said that a plan was 

required to enhance the area around the pier and that there was huge potential such as opening up the 

fort etc. 

 
21.15.02 Greenways  
Cllr Terry Crossan asked for update on the status of Greenways as discussed at the last Inishowen 

Municpal District meeting with in terms of upgrading the roads in the future and speed limits. He 

requested an update on the Muff to Culmore Greenway. 

 
 

 
 

Certified: ______________________                                  Date: ______________ 

                 Cathaoirleach 

 

 

 

              __________________ 

           Area Manager                                                                Date: ______________ 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
ENVIRONMENT REPORT – March 2021                                                   

 

WASTE AND LITTER MANAGEMENT 

 
 

Activity / 
Project Title 

Environment Grants for Community Groups 

Project 
Description/A
ctivity 
 

The Environment Section administers a number of Environment grants for community 
and Tidy Towns groups etc. The application pack is currently being updated. All groups 
will be sent an application pack by email or hardcopy and invited to apply.  
 
For more information contact Suzanne Bogan, Waste Awareness Officer.  
 

Contact 
Person 

Suzanne Bogan, Waste Awareness Officer 
suzannebogan@donegalcoco.ie 

 
 

Activity / 
Project Title 

Successful Climate Action Workshop  

Project 
Description/A
ctivity 
 

A successful Climate Action workshop took place over two days 17th & 19th February with 
19 groups registering. The training was delivered by Gavin Harte, ESD Training and 
funded by the Community Environment Action Fund 19/20. 
 

 
 

Contact 
Person 

Suzanne Bogan, Waste Awareness Officer 
suzannebogan@donegalcoco.ie 

 
 

mailto:suzannebogan@donegalcoco.ie
mailto:suzannebogan@donegalcoco.ie
http://dcc-spoint2007/sites/donegalintranet/HousingCorporate/Test Pics/Donegal.jpg


COASTAL MANAGEMENT 

 

Activity /  
Project Title 

Quad Bikes and Scramblers 
 

Project  
Description/ 
Activity 
 

Donegal County Council appeals to owners of quad bikers and scramblers to enjoy them 
responsibly. There are many reports of owners taking their machines onto privately owned 
coastal dune lands and causing serious degradation of the environment. Such reckless behaviour 
is destabilising the fragile dune systems and resulting in increased levels of erosion and habitat 
loss. 
 
Photos 1 and 2 below show continued pressure from quad bikes and scrambler activity on 
Donegal dunes resulting in the complete absence of marram grass. The loss of marram is 
resulting in sand blow-out which is leading to further degradation. It is a vicious circle of damage, 
degradation and loss of habitat.  
 
Photo 1.  Evidence of dune degradation from quadbikes and scramblers resulting in sand blow  
out and further damage.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Photo 2. Evidence of dune damage on the foredune areas. 
 

 
 

Contact 
Person 

David Friel 
087 7801596 

 
 

Activity /  
Project Title 

Camping, Caravan and Campervan study  
 

Project  
Description/ 
Activity 
 

 
KPMG Future Analytics have been appointed by Donegal County Council to undertake a Camping, Caravan 
and Campervan study for the county. The aim of this study is to: 
 

 Provide a baseline of the sector in the county 
 Identify issues and opportunities in further developing this sector 
 Identify necessary tasks and interventions required to support the development of this sector 
 Identify means of mitigating the threats and risks to the vibrancy of the sector 

 
This report will be very welcome as this sector has seen much growth in recent years, as witnessed, in 
particular, around the County’s coastline. 
  

Contact 
Person 

David Friel 
087 7801596 
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BURNFOOT FLOOD RELIEF SCHEME 
Briefing Note 1 – February 2021 

Progress Summary  
 

The Burnfoot FRS Steering Group (comprising of Donegal County Council, the OPW and RPS) held the 

Opening Public Consultation (via a portal on the project website) from 9th November 2020 until the 21st 

December 2020. In total, there were nine responses (all from people who have experienced flooding) to the 

questionnaire.  

Murphy Geospatial are undertaking a detailed river and terrain survey which is due to be completed in 

February 2021. The purpose of the survey is to record an accurate representation of the Burnfoot and 

Skeoge Rivers, existing defences, floodplains, significant structures and properties for the purposes of 

constructing a computer model to simulate the flooding mechanisms.  

The Opening Collaborative Workshop was held (via video conference) on 19th January 2021 and was 

attended by various representatives of public sector bodies. The main aims of the workshop were to identify 

and discuss any issues, constraints and opportunities that could inform the development of the Scheme; and 

to identify any features that could be considered to create multiple benefits. 

RPS are completing an Environmental Constraints Study report which assesses Biodiversity, Flora and 

Fauna, Soils and Geology, Archaeology, Architectural and Cultural Heritage, Land Use and Material Assets, 

Landscape and Visual Impact, in addition to Population and Human Health. Walkover surveys to facilitate 

determination of the ecological baseline have also been undertaken.  

An Invasive Species Management Plan (ISMP) has been prepared in conjunction with DCC and the OPW. 

This plan defines the location and measures to manage and/or eradicate invasive non-native species. The 

project team are now working with DCC to arrange treatment of Japanese Knotweed at Burnfoot on an 

ongoing basis. 

Next Steps 

Data Collection: Data Collection is ongoing. The project team are interested in receiving photos, videos, 

sketches or any other relevant information regarding previous flood events from those who have experienced 

it first-hand, particularly from the 2017 event. The information provided will help the project team to refine the 

river model and the design of the flood relief scheme. Feedback from the Opening Public Consultation has 

been valuable in this regard. However, if you have any further information which could be of use, please 

contact the project team. 

Surveys: The river channel and terrain surveys commenced in January 2021. The surveys will include 

determining the level of property thresholds / floor levels. This will be done remotely where possible. DCC 

have written to all potentially affected property owners/occupiers in advance of surveys. Surveys are 

programmed to be completed in February 2021.  

Hydrological Analysis: The hydrological analysis, which includes an assessment of the frequency and 

magnitude of river flows over a range of scenarios, is ongoing. The methodology for the hydrological analysis 

has been agreed with the Steering Group and on that basis design flood flow and water level boundary 

conditions are being developed. These, along with the survey data, will provide the necessary inputs to the 

computer model as part of the hydraulic analysis.  
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Hydraulic Analysis: Construction of the computer model will commence following receipt of the 

topographical survey information.  

Environmental Assessment: Further more detailed environmental surveys will be undertaken as the 
development of the scheme progresses, including, but not limited to, electrofishing, protected species surveys, 
archaeological and architectural surveys, noise surveys and site investigations. The environmental constraints 
identified will inform the appraisals of the options for the flood relief scheme and will ensure a robust 
assessment of the potential environmental impact of the preferred scheme.  

Projected Key Milestone Dates  

• Completion of Draft Environmental Constraints Report – February 2021 

• Completion of Final Environmental Constraints Report – March 2021 

• Completion of Draft Hydrology Report – July 2021 

• Completion of Draft Hydraulic Modelling Report – September 2021 

• Ecological surveys – ongoing throughout 2021 

• Identification of Preferred Option – November 2021 

• Completion of Environmental Impact Assessment Report – May 2022 

 



 

 

 
 

Municipal District of Inishowen   

Meeting Tuesday, 9th March , 2021 
 

 

 

        

1. Malin Head Visitor Management Plan  

2. An Grianán of Aileach Fort 

3. 2017 Newtoncunningham Town and Village Renewal Scheme 

4. 2018 Muff Town and Village Renewal Scheme  

5.  2018 Buncrana Town and Village Renewal Scheme  

6. 2019 Killea Town and Village Renewal Scheme  

7. 2019 Clonmany Town and Village Renewal Scheme  

8. Donegal Walks and Trails 

9. Rural Development Programme/LEADER 

10. Playground Maintenance  

11. Walks and Trails  

12. Buncrana School Campus 

13. Clár Funding Measure 2 Portaleen, Glengad  
 

14. Age Friendly Project – Social Inclusion  
 
 
 
 
 

Community Development  & Planning Directorate 
Community  Development Division 
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Municipal District: Inishowen Activity / Project Update:  March   2021 

Activity / Project Title Malin Head 

Activity / Project 
Description 

Malin Head Access & Amenity Improvement Project. 

Progress to date within 
the last two 
months/quarter* -
inclusive of current 
status 
 
 
* Delete irrelevant 
reporting period 

Visitor Management Plan for Malin Head Signature Discovery Point 
Project  

 Donegal County Council following consultation with Failte 

Ireland has completed the tendering competition for the 
procurement of multi-disciplinary services for the delivery of a 

visitor management plan for Malin Head Signatory point.  

 Keys and Monaghan Architects together with Cooney 

Architects have been appointed to Design the  Malin Head 
Visitor Management Plan and Concept design.  

 Keys and Monaghan Architects together with Cooney 

Architects , a multi-disciplinary team  have  been appointed to 
provide a Visitor Management Plan and concept design for 

Malin Head.   
 There were four successful Stakeholder Engagement 

workshops held on the 8th May in Malin Head Community 

Centre, 9th May McGrorys Hotel Culdaff, Tuesday 14th May in 

the Colgan Hall, Carndonagh and Malin Village hall on the 15th 
May with over 310 people in attendance over the four 

evenings.  
 A workshop presentation by Keys and Monaghan Architects 

together with Cooney Architects  on the concept ideas for the 

Malin Head Visitor Management Plan took place on Tuesday 

10th December, 2019.  
 Public information events on the design concepts took place 

on Tuesday 10th December 2019 at St. Mary’s Community 

Hall, Malin Head St Patrick’s Parochial Hall, Malin Village and 
on Wednesday 11th December 2019 at The Colgan Hall, 

Carndonagh and McGrorys Hotel, Culdaff.    
 110 attendees at the Public Information events on the 10th and 

11th December, 2019.  A questionnaire was circulated at the event 

and feedback was invited. Submission deadline  Friday 10th 

January, 2020 
 Various stakeholder meetings have taken place.  

  Meetings took place with  Elected Members  on the 19th October, 

2020 and  the 14th December, 2020. 

Project Targets for the 
next bi-
monthly/quarterly* 
reporting period 
 
* Delete irrelevant 
reporting period 

            Current Status March  2021  
 A  Stakeholders meeting took place  on  the 27th 

January and  actions were agreed and are 
ongoing   to progress   the ‘Hero Product’ and 
project proposals.  

 A Stakeholders meeting is scheduled to take 
place on the 11th March, 2021 at 10am  

 A meeting with the Elected Members is scheduled 
to place   on Thursday  11th  March 2021 at  
12 noon.  

Contact Person 

(to include telephone 
number & e-mail address) 

 

James Kelly at 087 2236923 or Fiona Doherty, 087 367 8954  
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Municipal District:_Inishowen 

Activity / Project Update:  March  2021 

Activity / Project Title             An Grianán of Aileach Fort  
Project 
Description/Activity 

Development /Improvement of Visitor facilities 

Progress to date within 
the last quarter -
inclusive of current 
status 
* Delete irrelevant 
reporting period 

 
 A meeting took place on Tuesday 7th February 2017 with 

Mr. Frank Shalvey and Mr. Eoghan Moyla, senior OPW 
officials, Failte Ireland, Council Officials and various 
stakeholders.  Mr. Shalvey agreed to initiate the process 
for a Conservation and Management Plan of the entire 
site.  The timeframe for completion of the plan is early 
2018.  The Council will work in collaboration with the 
OPW, Failite Ireland and the stakeholders in relation to 
the development of the site.  

 The Office of Public Works have given a commitment to 
commission a Conservation and Management Plan .  
This is on the way to being achieved currently and this 
will set out the options for the future management of 
the Grianán an Aileach site.  

 In  June 2019, the OPW officially  appointed Blackwood 
Associates Architects to provide a Conservation and 
Management plan.  The consultants will be in contact 
with Donegal County Council as part of this process over 
the next few months.  The Members will be kept 
updated on the progress.  

 Alice Bentley of Blackwood Associate  Architects, Claire 
Cotter, Archaeologist, Jackie Hunt, Ecologist and  
Michele O’ Dea from the Office of Public Works attended 
a workshop meeting regarding the Conservation and 
Management report  with the  Members  on Monday 18th 
November, 2019. Contributions  from the Councillors 
was documented by the consultations and will be 
addressed in the plan.   

Project Targets for the 
next bi-

monthly/quarterly* 

reporting period 
 

  March  2021 
 A copy of the completed Conservation and 

Management plan was circulated to the Elected 
Members in January 2021. 

  This plan sets out the implementation strategy 
and Action Plan  for the conservation and 
protection of the monument.  

 It provides   a framework for identifying and 
prioritising the work that is required to conserve 
the monument.  

 The OPW have indicated that the  list of  Actions 
contained in the plan will guide the way forward 
for servicing the tourism potential of the site 
achieved collaboratively with the OPW and  other 
partners and  official agencies such as Donegal 
County Council and  Fáilte Ireland 

Contact Person 
(to include telephone number & e-
mail address) 

Fiona Doherty, fdoherty@donegalcoco.ie  
 087 367 8954  
  

 
 

mailto:fdoherty@donegalcoco.ie
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Municipal District:_Inishowen 

 
Activity / Project Update:   March  2021 

Activity / Project Title 
File 622/P&ED/422 (8) 

 2017 Town & Village Renewal Scheme – 
Newtoncunningham  
 

Project 
Description/Activity 
 

Tourist  Information Kiosk  

Budget (if applicable) 
 

€100,000 – Department of Arts, Heritage & Gaeltacht Affairs 
€  25,000 – Own Resources 

Progress to date within 
the last quarter -
inclusive of current 
status 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Delete irrelevant 
reporting period 

Works consists of: 
 The Installation of a Tourist Information Kiosk and 

associated works.  
Current Status:    
 Various meetings have taken place regarding the 

project elements and a letter of offer should issue 
shortly to the group.  

 Planning permission has been agreed. 
 The Tendering process will be initiated within the next 

few weeks. 
 Procurement of the fit out of the Kiosk is currently been 

progressed.   
 The tendering process for a contractor has been 

completed. Capital works have begun on site. 
 All works to be completed by December, 2019. 
 The tender is been finalised for the software/app 

development and operating system for the Interactive 
Tourist and local Business information point.   

 The group have appointed a company for the 
software/app development and operating system  for 
the Interactive Tourist and local  Business information  
point and this work is progressing. 

Project Targets for the 
next Bi-monthly / 
quarterly reporting 
period 
 

Current status  March 2021 
 Phase 1 - The construction element of the unit is 

completed.  
 Phase 2 –  The Electrical fit out is completed  
 The Interactive Touch Screen and technology  is 

installed  
  The design and development of an App is 

completed. 
 The 4m x 2m  Led Light box tourism map showing 

heritage and activities in Inishowen and Donegal is 
installed.  

 Work relating to  mapping,  signage and  internal  fit 
out of the tourism  kiosk will be completed by April 
2021.  

Contact Person 
(to include telephone number & e-
mail address) 

Fiona Doherty 087 367 8954 
E-mail: fdoherty@donegalcoco.ie  or  
Mark Gallagher, Executive Engineer  087 228 9811 
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Municipal District:_Inishowen 

 
Activity / Project Update:   March  2021 
Activity / Project Title 
File 622/P&ED/422 (8) 

 2018 Town & Village Renewal Scheme – Muff  
 

Project 
Description/Activity 
 

 
Village Health Check and Improvement Works  to the 
village and Playground. 

Budget (if applicable) 
 

€100,000 – Department of Arts, Heritage & Gaeltacht 
Affairs 
€  25,000 – Own Resources 

Progress to date 
within the last 
quarter -inclusive of 
current status 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Delete irrelevant 
reporting period 

Works to be agreed consist of: 
1. Village Health Check. 
2. Streetscape and Environmental enhancements  
3.  Information panels, signage, print. 
4.  Visitor information point 
5. Works to  Muff Community Park.  
6.  Footpath  
7. Off street Car  Parking 

 

  A letter of Offer has issued to the Muff Community 
Development Forum. 

 Work is progressing on the plans for the village  
 The group are in the process of appointing a 

consultant for the Village Health Check 

 Tenders have been received for a site manager 
of the works .  

 The group have appointed a consultant for the 
Village Health Check and plan, a public 
engagement evening took place and feedback 
from this meeting is taking place on Thursday 
12th December, 2019 in Muff Community Hall.  

Project Targets for 
the next Bi-monthly 
/ quarterly reporting 
period 
 

           Current status  February  2021 

 The Village Health Check is complete.  
 The toilet facilities  at the play park has been 

installed  

 The multi-functional Cabin/ Tourist 
information point within the  playpark has 
been installed.  

 The remainder of the  works will be installed 
and completed in May 2021.  

 
Contact Person 
(to include telephone number & e-
mail address) 

Mark Gallagher, 087 228 9811     mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie  
 
Fiona Doherty 087 367 8954        fdoherty@donegalcoco.ie or  
 
 

mailto:mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie
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Municipal District:_Inishowen 

Activity / Project Update:   March  2021 

Activity / Project Title 
File 622/P&ED/422 (8) 

 2018 Town & Village Renewal Scheme – Buncrana  
 

Project 
Description/Activity 
 

 Refurbishment of the tourist office in collaboration 
with Explore Inishowen (govisitinishowen)  

 Information signage, enhancement of the area 
around the pier.  

Budget (if applicable) 
 

€100,000 – Department of Arts, Heritage & Gaeltacht Affairs 
€  25,000 – Own Resources 
 €39,996 –  2020 T&V Acceleration measure 2 fund  

Progress to date within 
the last quarter -
inclusive of current 
status 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Delete irrelevant 
reporting period 

          Works consists of: 
 Web site development promotion and Branding  
 Office refurbishment  
 Finger Post Signage 
 Enhancement of the area around the pier  
  progress works  
 Preliminary Meetings have taken place with the group 

regarding the proposed works.  
 Procurement for a website developer has commenced.  
 Tenders were received, assessed. Website developer 

has been appointed 
 The tender documents are been finalised for  the 

procurement of an architect for the refurbishment of 
the tourist office and outside space.  

 An architect has been  appointed for  the refurbishment 
works associated with the project.  

 The  website design is now complete.  
 Under the 2020 Town and Village  Renewal Scheme 

Accelerated Measure  funding granted  of €39,996 for 
improvement and modifications to the tourist office 
building.  Measures  to allow for safe entry and exit in 
compliance with Covid-19 regulations will  also be   
incorporated into the plans under the 2018  Town & 
Village Renewal Scheme.  

Project Targets for the 
next Bi-monthly / 
quarterly reporting 
period 
 

Current status February  2021 
 The govisitinishowen.ie  website is de 
 Information Technology  equipment installed 
 Branding and marketing work completed  
  The appointed Architect  is working on a revised  

design to incorporate the works  associated with 
the 2018 T&V funding and also the  additional 
funding allocated under the 2020 Town and 
Village Accelerated measure 2 programme.  

 These works will be tendered in January 2021. 
 It is anticipated that the extension construction 

works will commence soon thereafter with 
completion in line with the commencement of 
the 2021 summer tourism season.  

Contact Person 
(to include telephone 
number & e-mail address) 

Mark Gallagher, , 087 228 9811,   James Kelly A/Senior 
Executive Engineer  087 2236923, Fiona Doherty 087 3678954 
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Municipal District:_Inishowen 

Activity / Project Update:   March     2021 
Activity / Project Title 

 
File 622/P&ED/422 (8) 

 2019 Town & Village Renewal Scheme – Killea  
 

Project 
Description/Activity 
 

 Carpark Infrastructure, Recycling facilities, 
Informative/tourist  signage.  

Budget (if applicable) 
 

€100,000 – Department of Arts, Heritage & Gaeltacht 
Affairs 
€  25,000 – Own Resources 

Progress to date 
within the last 
quarter -inclusive of 
current status 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Delete irrelevant 
reporting period 

          Works consists of: 

1. Installation of Carpark  Infrastructure : 
The carpark infrastructure will provide 20 carparking spaces 

which will serve the play area and also provide a multi-

functional use for the whole community of Killea village. The 

primary objective is to create a safe environment and access 

for the outdoor play area users. It will also provide safe 

parking for the church, School, residents, businesses,   

community, and visitors. It will encourage more footfall and 

economic activity in the village. The provision of a car park 

adjacent to the outdoor play area on Donegal County Council 

owned lands will facilitate the park comprising of a large 

obstacle play area, a football area, swings, benches and 

various outdoor play equipment. 

2. The provision of Recycling facilities to serve the Village : 
We will wish to provide recycling facilities at the carpark and 

we will be working closely  with Donegal County Council to 

link and leverage funding to provide this much needed 

service in the village. 

3. Tourist Information Signage: 

It is intended to provide signage within the carpark advising 

visitors to the area of the activities and amenities available 

within Killea and in the surrounding area to encourage them 

to stay in the area for longer and thus spend more money in 

the businesses that exist and in the future create the need for 

additional businesses to set up within the village. 

Project Targets for 
the next Bi-monthly 
/ quarterly reporting 
period 

Current status  March  2021 
 The tendering process has been completed.  
 A Contractor has been  appointed  to  carry 

out the works associated with the carpark  
infrastructure and also the Playpark funded 
under the Peace programme. 

 Works will commence  as the HSE Covid-19 
Health restrictions permit.  

Contact Person 
(to include telephone 
number & e-mail 
address) 

Mark Gallagher, Executive Engineer, 087 228 9811. 
mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie or  

 

mailto:mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie
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Municipal District:_Inishowen 

 
 

Activity / Project Update:    March   2021 
Activity / Project Title 

 

File 622/P&ED/422 (8) 

 2019 Town & Village Renewal Scheme – Clonmany 
 

Project 
Description/Activity 
 

Resurfacing of a carpark, installation of public lighting, 
safety measures, Streetscape enhancement, tourist 
information maps and signage  

Budget (if applicable) 
 

€100,000 – Department of Arts, Heritage & Gaeltacht 
Affairs 
€  25,000 – Own Resources 

Progress to date 
within the last 
quarter -inclusive of 
current status 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Delete irrelevant 
reporting period 

         Works consists of: 
1. Resurfacing of the Carpark at  St. Colmcille 

Community Day  Centre and Residential care home  
Carpark.  

2. Installation of  Public  street Lighting  and Ducting 
at Gaddyduff Bray.   

3. Bollards, Railings, Safety measures at St Mary’s 
Church to the building used for the Award winning 
Tug O’ War committee.  

4. Enhancement of Streetscape and the Village 
Environment. 

5. Tourism Information Maps and Signage. 

Project Targets for 
the next Bi-monthly 
/ quarterly reporting 
period 
 

Current status March  2021 
 We are working with the Community 

group regarding the works associated with 
the enhancement of the village.  

 A Contractor has been appointed for the 
resurfacing of the carpark at St Colmcille 
Day centre and residential care home. 
Works will commence  as the HSE Covid-
19 Health restrictions permit.  

 A contractor has been appointed for the 
installation of the public street lights. 
Work will commence  as the HSE Covid-19 
Health restrictions permit.. 

 

Contact Person 
(to include telephone 
number & e-mail 
address) 

Mark Gallagher, Executive Engineer, 087 228 9811 
mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie or  

Fiona Doherty 087 367 8954 fdoherty@donegalcoco.ie 
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Municipal District: Countywide  

 

Activity / Project Update- March 2021  
 

Activity / Project Title Rural Development Programme/LEADER 

Activity / Project 

Description 

 

Donegal Local Community and Development Committee are 

the Local Action Group for County Donegal, with responsibility 

for the LEADER/Rural Development Programme 2014-2020  

Budget  

 

 

 

Transitional Programme 

 

€13,413,875 (Additional funding received 2019) 

Note: Project costs €10,063,586, administration and animation 

costs €3,350,289 
 

€1,597,929  

Progress to date within the 

last two months-inclusive of 

current status 

 

 

 

 
 

There are 4 Implementing Partners within the county; Donegal 

Local Development Company (DLDC), Inishowen Development 

Partnership (IDP), Údarás Na Gaeltachta and Comhar na 

nOileán, who are rolling out the LEADER programme on behalf 

of the LAG (Local Action Group). 230 projects in Donegal are 

now approved by Pobal and Letters of Offer have issued/are 

pending granting LEADER funding to a value of €10,059,950.  

 

The Department of Rural & Community Development has 

advised that the LEADER Programme will be extended until 31st 

March 2021. A transitional LEADER programme will then begin 

on 1st April 2021 and run until 31st December 2022. 
Project Targets for the next 

bi-monthly reporting period 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next LCDC/LAG meeting will be held on 23rd March  2021, 

with further projects coming forward for approval.  

Monthly Evaluation Committee meetings will continue to be 

held to progress projects to LCDC/LAG stage and the LDCs will 

continue to engage with promoters on the ground to develop 

and assess potential applications and to promote the LEADER 

programme. 

Contact Person 

 

Seamus Canning 074 9172597 

seamusc@donegalcoco.ie   
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Municipal District: Inishowen 

Activity / Project Update:  March   2021 

Activity / Project 
Title 

            PLAYGROUND  MAINTENANCE 2020/2021 
 

Project 
Description/Activity 
 

List of Playgrounds  
 

1. Culdaff Playground  
2. Moville Playground. 
3. Festival Park, Buncrana. 
4. Chlois Phadraig, Carndonagh. 
5. Ballyliffin Playground. 
6. Barrack Hill Town Park, Carndonagh 
7. Barrack Hill Outdoor Gym. Carndonagh 
8. Buncrana MUGA,  Buncrana. 

 
Budget (if applicable) 

 
                €6,444.79 incl. VAT 

 
Progress to date 
within the last 
quarter -inclusive of 
current status 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Delete irrelevant 
reporting period 

1.   Works consists of: 
 Replacement of broken and damaged equipment. 
 Replace worn safety tiles and remove trip hazards. 
 Grease all equipment that contains bushes, bearings , 

shackles, etc. 
 Carry out repairs along edges of safety surfaces. 
Current Status:    
 Annual Rospa Inspection Reports have been completed 

with necessary repairs identified. 
 Quick Quotes tender requests issued on 10th December 

2019 with a closing date of 10th January 2020. 
 Tenders assessed January 2020. 
 Annual Maintenance Tender awarded to Murphy 

Playground Services Ltd. 
 Contractor has commenced works on the various 

playgrounds. 

Project Targets for 
the next bi-
monthly/quarterly* 
reporting period 
* Delete irrelevant 
reporting period 

Update at  March 2021 

 The appointed  contractor for maintenance has 
been tasked with dealing with the 
replenishment of the  Playground in Culdaff 

 Repair work to the  Zip line at Moville playpark 
has been referred to the maintenance 
contractor.  

 A solution is been sought regarding  the Activity 
wall at Barrack Hill Town Park  

Contact Person 
(to include telephone 
number & e-mail 
address) 

Mark Gallagher, Executive Engineer 
 Tel: 074-9172493 
E-mail: mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie 
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Municipal District:_Inishowen 

 
Activity / Project Update         March 2021 
 

Activity / Project Title 
 

File:  

Donegal Walks and Trails 

Project 

Description/Activity 

 

Maintenance, development and promotion of walks & 

trails in Donegal including cycle routes and Greenways. 

Budget (if applicable) 
 

 

Progress to date within the 
last quarter -inclusive of 
current status 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
* Delete irrelevant reporting period 

 
Donegal County Council have been recently awarded 5 out of 7 

applications for funding from ORIS one of these been offered for 

remedial work on Tip On Neil/ Urris loops. 
 

A brief tender package was prepared by and issued out to local 
contractors of which we are awaiting return of priced documents.  

 
Carndonagh riverside walk will be reviewed when restrictions are 

eased to allow meeting of a few interested members. 

 
 No construction works are allowed to proceed until advised 

further. 
 

Project Targets for the next 
Bi-monthly / quarterly 
reporting period 
 

 

 Possibly Meet with the community spokesperson for the 

group. 
 

 Carndonagh riverside walk I propose to visit the site 

within the next few months and produce a report to see if 
progression of this project is feasible. Restricted due 

covid. 

 

Contact Person 

(to include telephone 
number & e-mail address) 

Darryl Connor (Outdoor Recreational Development Officer) 

0873613811 

dconnor@donegalcoco.ie 
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Municipal District:_Inishowen 

Activity / Project Update:    March  2021 
 

Activity / Project Title        Buncrana School Campus 

Project 
Description/Activity 
 

Assisting the Department of Education & Skills in identifying 
a suitable site in the Buncrana Environs to accommodate a 
three school campus ideally measuring between 15 – 20 
acres. 
 
 
 
 

Budget (if applicable) 
 

      As per Memorandum of Understanding between the     
      Department of Education & Skills and CCMA. 
 

 
Progress to date within 
the last quarter -
inclusive of current 
status 
 
 
 
 
*Delete irrelevant 
reporting period 

Work has been on-going over the past few years and Donegal 
County Council  are currently reviewing additional sites in 
Buncrana environs on behalf of the Department of Education 
and skills 
 
Given the sensitive nature of such discussions, in particular in 
relation to land acquisition, it has been agreed with the 
Department of Education and Skills that any further requests for 
updates or progress reports would be handled directly by the 
Department.  

 Donegal County Council are working on behalf of 
the Department of Education and Skills in   
securing the preferred identified site for the 
Buncrana School Campus. 

 
Project Targets for the 
next bi-
monthly/quarterly* 
reporting period 

   March  2021   Update  
 

 The  Compulsory Purchase Order  process was 
instigated on the 4th  December 2020.  Public   
notices  were published  in  the   local 
newspapers. 

 Copies of the Public Notice and maps relating to 
the CPO  available for inspection at the Public 
Services Centre in Carndonagh, the  Buncrana 
office  and DCC  headquarters in Lifford.   

 

   
Contact person  

Eamon Boyle, Executive Engineer, 087 178 8623 
eamonb@donegalcoco.ie 
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Municipal District:_Inishowen 

Activity / Project Update:   March   2021 
Activity / Project Title 
 

 

2020  Clár Funding 2020.  
Measure 2: Community Recreation Areas –  
Portaleen, Glengad, Co. Donegal  
 
 

Project 
Description/Activity 
 

To create a  Community Viewing Platform at the top of 
Portaleen Brae providing  unobstructed views over and 
across the coastal landscape of Portaleen Pier and the 
Atlantic Ocean. This work will be done in collaboration 
with Glengad Community Centre.  
 

 

Budget (if applicable) Funding of €50,000  announced on the 2nd November by 
the  Department of Rural & Community Development 
€2,777.50  - Glengad Community Association 
€2,777.50 -  Donegal County Council contribution 

 

Progress to date 
within the last 
quarter -inclusive of 
current status 
 
 
 
 
* Delete irrelevant 
reporting period 

Description of the works  
 

1. Re-surfacing of existing uneven ground surface   
2. Enhanced boundary condition and associated 

landscaping 
3. The provision of picnic benches and seating 

overlooking Portaleen Pier 
4. Wayfinding and Interpretation Panel 
5. Creating the infrastructure for an outdoor cinema 

event. 

Project Targets for 
the next Bi-monthly / 
quarterly reporting 
period 

         March   2021   
 We are working with our colleagues in roads. 

The capital works will be tendered in the Q 1 
2021.   

 A contractor will be  appointed thereafter to 
complete the works 

 Work with the  Glengad Community Association 
to progress and delivery item no’s 3 and 4.  

 The target is to have all works completed for the 
2021 Summer season. 

Contact Person 
(to include telephone 
number & e-mail 
address) 

Fiona Doherty, Development Officer, 087 3678954 and 
Mark Gallagher, Executive Engineer, 087 228 981 
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Municipal District:_All  

 
Activity / Project Update       March 2021 
 

Activity / Project 
Title 

 
File:  

 
Age Friendly Project  

Project 

Description/Activity 

Age Friendly Business Recognition Training – Donegal Town  

Budget (if applicable)  
Progress to date 
within the last 
quarter -inclusive of 
current status 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
* Delete irrelevant reporting 
period 

Donegal Age Friendly  Programme is helping to create an inclusive, 
equitable society in which older people can live full, active, valued and 
healthy lives.  The next plan with the programme is the delivery of Age 
Friendly Business Recognition to businesses in Donegal Town.  
Donegal Age Friendly Programme partnership with Donegal Local 
Enterprise Office, the Older Persons Council and Donegal Community 
Development are inviting Businesses in Donegal Town to become an 
Age Friendly Business. 
 
For the past few years, businesses all over Ireland have obtained their 
Age Friendly Charters as part of the Age Friendly Ireland Programme, 
and have proudly displayed their Age Friendly status on their shop 
window or in their reception area. They know that by doing this, they 
signal strongly to our older community that they are welcome, resulting in 
increased custom and loyalty. 
 
This is very simple to achieve, It is low cost or no cost, It can open up a 
lot of new business for you and it is the right thing to do.  
 
So far 48 businesses in Donegal Town have signed up for the training 
which begins during Social Enterprise Week on March 4th 2021.  
 
 

Project Targets for 
the next Bi-monthly / 
quarterly reporting 

period 

 

Contact Person Mairead Cranley Social Inclusion – 0876072067 
Mairead.cranley@donegalcoco.ie  
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Municipal District:_All  

Activity / Project Update        March  2021 
 

Activity / Project 

Title 

 

Age Friendly Project  

Project 
Description/Activit

y 

Virtual Conversational Portrait for Older People 

Budget (if applicable) Creative Ireland 
Progress to date 

within the last 
quarter -inclusive of 
current status 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
* Delete irrelevant reporting 
period 

  
Donegal Age Friendly, in partnership with Donegal County Council 
Culture Division and portrait artist Andy Parsons, invited 4 
participants for a Creative Ireland Creativity in Older Age 
Virtual Portrait Sitting. The project is currently took place in 
four local authority areas in the North West – Donegal, Roscommom 
(Project Leader), Leitrim and Sligo. 
 
Invitations were sent out to over age 70 who are in a care home 
or cocooning at home, missing their cultural activities and 
interested in making new connections at this time. Four Older 
People took part in sessions, which where conducted online 
through Zoom, Andy created an artwork while getting to know each 
person and how they have responded to the last year of Covid. 
Final painting is now complete, this painting is  Margaret 
Bradley, Buncrana  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Project Targets for 
the next Bi-monthly / 
quarterly reporting 
period 

Portraits will also be exhibited in digital form on Donegal Age Friendly, Donegal 
County Council and Age & Opportunity's Bealtaine Festival websites and 
facebook pages. 

Contact Person Mairead Cranley Social Inclusion – 0876072067 Mairead.cranley@donegalcoco.ie  

 

 

mailto:Mairead.cranley@donegalcoco.ie
http://dcc-spoint2007/sites/donegalintranet/HousingCorporate/Test Pics/Donegal.jpg
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1. Division: Economic Development  

1.1  Division: Economic Development – Economic Development Unit 

Project / Activity Report  

Title Economic Development Unit 

Outline of Work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Economic Development Unit proactively engages in economic 

development opportunities, supporting job creation and strategic 

investment in Donegal and is focusing on the following areas of work: 

Donegal Place Brand initiative: Work on the development of the Donegal 

Place Brand is well underway with engagement over the last few months 

with a wide range of stakeholders including elected members.  This 

initiative also includes the redevelopment of www.donegal.ie and an 

official launch date is planned for the end of April.  Further details to follow.  

Economic Development Covid-19 Recovery: The Unit is continuing to be 

proactive in supporting businesses during this Covid-19 pandemic and 

activities include: 

Communications on business supports: The EDU is proactively 

promoting and sharing information on the various supports 

available to businesses at this time including supports available 

through LEO, Enterprise Ireland, Failte Ireland and various Councils 

initiatives on all our platform including Donegal County Council and 

Invest Donegal platforms.  

Concierge Service:  

Existing businesses, potential business start-ups or businesses 

looking to relocate or wishing to expand and who need advice on 

accessing a wide range of Council services and supports, can contact 

the Business Concierge Service by email 

economicdevelopment@donegalcoco.ie. The EDU are currently 

promoting the service and contact details through its social media 

channels.   

Property Solutions: The Economic Development Unit engages with 

businesses seeking Council owned property and land for economic 

development opportunities including provision of soft landing and second 

site location opportunities for business. The Unit is currently progressing 12 

http://www.donegal.ie/
mailto:economicdevelopment@donegalcoco.ie


queries for interested parties in various locations across the county.  

Remote Working: A new Donegal Remote Working Strategy for Business to 

help maximise the opportunities arising for the county as a destination of 

choice for remote working is being finalised following extensive 

consultation with a wide range of stakeholders.  The final draft will be 

presented to the next Economic Development, IS and Emergency Services 

SPC in March.   

The EDU is supporting Innovation and Digital Hubs in Donegal including 

through the roll out of the WDC funding programme to support the safe re-

opening of hubs during the pandemic.   

A Grow Remote Donegal Chapter has been initiated to promote remote 

working opportunities to the unemployed and underemployed across the 

county and to market Donegal as a great place to live and work. The EDU is 

collaborating with this group to promote an event focused on remote 

working in Donegal during Enterprise Week 2021. The EDU provided a two 

page feature in Donegal Democrat promoting the work on the “Remote 

Working Strategy for business in Donegal”. 

Caravan & Camping Study: KPMG Future Analytics has been appointed to 

assess and evaluate the opportunities and challenges facing the Caravan & 

Camping sector in Donegal and to make recommendations on the future 

development of this sector.   

Engagement with key stakeholders including the elected members is 

underway.   

Alpha Innovation Centre: The project will support businesses and early idea 

entrepreneurs to develop their innovation capability and business resilience 

post Brexit and post Covid. Pending clarifications from Enterprise Ireland, 

the recruitment of the innovation team which includes an Innovation 

Manager and an Assistant Innovation Manager is currently being 

progressed.  

InvestDonegal Communications Update:  

Latest key stats for the  InvestDonegal LinkedIn and Twitter show that this 

engagement is growing month on month (@DonegalInvest) accounts are as 

follows; 



                       Impressions (last 28 days)         Total Followers 

Linked In         32,500 (+11%)                             1,445  (+71) 

 Twitter            48,600 (+15%)                             1,092 (+52) 

The EDU continue to inform businesses of the range of government 

supports alongside insightful business and original content features. 

In addition to the above accounts, the EDU works closely with the Council’s 

Communications Office to share information on the Councils corporate 

social media channels.  

The EDU asks elected members to follow InvestDonegal on Twitter and 

LinkedIn. 

Global engagement: work is continuing to proactively target potential FDI 

opportunities in the US market in collaboration with Derry City & Strabane 

District Council and working to create a Donegal/North West bias for 

businesses interested in exploring investment opportunities in the EU and 

UK.  This includes the provision of essential baseline data and information 

for location decision makers.  

Collaboration: Working with our colleagues in Community Development 

and Planning Services to progress a range of strategic projects including: 

 Various Regeneration and Development Proposals under the 

URDF/RRDF to ensure an economic development focus is derived 

for the respective locations prioritised. Projects are in locations in all 

Municipal Districts and were recently submitted as part of the DCCs 

Regeneration plans.  

Atlantic Economic Corridor: working with Local Authority partners along 

the western coast to progress mutually beneficial projects and initiatives.  

Work is ongoing between the EDU and Western Development Commission, 

developing a photobank to be used for promotion of the region; 

showcasing Donegal based companies, the quality of life and co-working 

spaces. This will compliment the Donegal Place Brand initiative.  

The Western Development Commission are developing further joint 

initiatives with the Local Authorities in 2021 including a national marketing 



campaign for regional hubs and an online booking engine for hubs.  

Contact Person Ciaran Martin ciaran.martin@donegalcoco.ie (086) 8261760 

 

1.2 Division: Economic Development – Tourism Marketing Unit 

 

Outline of  
Work 

Donegal Tourism Marketing Campaign – Reset Rediscover and Reconnect -  

Domestic Campaign  

 

The campaign will run for 6 weeks throughout the island of Ireland once 

restrictions are lifted. This marketing campaign will be instrumental in 

encouraging people to visit our hotels, restaurants and visitor attractions, with 

the aim to increase awareness of Donegal across key audiences, encourage 

action to keep the destination front of mind and position Donegal as a safe 

staycation option.  

 North West Tourism Product Development Programme  

€100,000 has been granted by NWRDG to deliver a crossborder product 

development programme for tourism businesses in the North West region 

(Donegal, Derry/Strabane). 
 

This programme will support businesses to work together to develop strong 

consumer focused products that will be form a key element of the planning 

tourism marketing campaign in 2021.  The programme includes extensive 

mentoring support for businesses along with a small grant scheme that will 

allow businesses to undertake activity that will allow them to reopen safely 

during and post the Covid pandemic.  This programme has been procured and 

it is likely that roll out will commence in the coming weeks.  

 Donegal/ Derry Marketing Campaign – North West Regional Development 

Fund 

A tender document has been drawn up to engage a company to create a 

vibrant and creative marketing campaign that will increase visitor numbers 

and spend in the region post-Covid.  
 

This campaign will focus on the island of Ireland market including 

Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland.  On the domestic front, three 

market segments have been prioritised. This campaign will be closely 

linked to the NW Tourism Product Development Programme referred 

to above.  

mailto:ciaran.martin@donegalcoco.ie


 International Marketing of Ireland’s North West (Mayo, Sligo and Donegal) 

 

Funding has been secured under the Rural Development (LEADER) Programme 

to undertake a study to scope out the potential for developing an 

international marketing strategy for Mayo, Sligo and Donegal.  This work will 

focus on identifying key activities to position this region in various markets 

including the US, UK and EU markets.   

 

In the coming month engagement will be held with tourism stakeholders  by 

way of workshops and surveys to help inform this strategy.   

 Engagement with the Tourism Trade 

 

The Tourism Unit has continued to issue frequent newsletters/direct emails 

(weekly) to the trade to keep them abreast of supports available from a range 

of agencies, upcoming events and initiatives that are of benefit to their 

business etc.  

 Go Visit Donegal Digital Marketing 

The tourism unit continues to market Donegal on various online platforms 

including Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and recently set up a new LinkedIn 

account – Donegal Tourism CLG.  The new LinkedIn platform will   

share tourism updates for our trade members and business related matters, 

tourism job opportunities and industry funding information. 

 

Lonely Planet online Destination Guide Campaign continues and includes 

promotions of the county and regions of Donegal 

https://www.lonelyplanet.com/ireland/county-donegal (sample images 

below). 

 

GovisitDonegal.com website continues to be fully resourced by the Tourism 

Unit and work is underway keeping content up to date, interesting and 

engaging.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

TIDE – Atlantic Network for Developing Historical Maritime Tourism 

The objective is to develop a niche historical maritime tourism package for 

Atlantic based on connecting & marketing assets from historical period across 

different regions ie World Wars, Atlantic Migrations, Napoleonic Era & Spanish 

Armada. 

 

Work continues through engagement with the Donegal Stakeholder Group 

https://www.lonelyplanet.com/ireland/county-donegal


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and with the various project Partners.   

 Tourism Strategy 2021-2025 

Tourism Development International has been appointed by Donegal County 

Council to develop a new 5 year tourism strategy for the county.  

Consultations are underway including an online survey for the Tourism trade 

in Donegal.  Workshops with elected members are planned for March.  A new 

strategy will finalised by June 2021. 

 Donegal/ Derry Marketing Campaign – North West Regional Development 

Fund 

A tender document has been drawn up to engage a company to create a 

vibrant and creative marketing campaign that will increase visitor numbers 

and spend in the region post-Covid.  

 

This campaign will focus on the island of Ireland market including 

Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland.  On the domestic front, three 

market segments have been prioritised. This campaign will be closely 

linked to the NW Tourism Product Development Programme referred 

to above.  

Contact Person 

 

Barney Mc Laughlin 

Head of Tourism Unit 
barney.mclaughlin@donegalcoco.ie  
074 9724465 

mailto:barney.mclaughlin@donegalcoco.ie


 

 

 

 

 

 

1.3. Division: Economic Development Unit – Trail Gazers  

 

Activity / 

Project Title 

Trail Gazers Bid  Project  

 

Outline of 

Work 

 

 

 

 

 

Donegal County Councils Research  & Policy Unit are the lead partner in the EU 

funded €2.8m Trail Gazers Bid  Project.  This project has 9 different partners 

located across Ireland, UK, France, Spain and Portugal. 
 

Inch Levels is the pilot site in Donegal for this project and  it is likely that key 

learning and methodology can be applied to other sites in the county and 

region. 
 

The project aims to: 

 Quantify the impact of investments in walks and recreational trail 

infrastructure on stimulating rural communities, using sensors data, 

counters, surveys of users, businesses, communities  etc  

 Develop and trial a range of practical initiatives and interventions such 

as business to consumer initiatives, digital marketing tools etc to 

enhance the return  

 Work with communities, businesses and other key stakeholders in the 

area to develop community plans and initiatives around the site 

 Develop a range of community trail ambassadors to champion the sites 

as catalysts for the development of rural economies  

 

PROGRESS  

 The project team are working closely with the Outdoor Recreational Office, 

C&E on the installation of sensors at key strategic locations that will ensure 

accurate capture footfall along the different segments and determine any 

potential impacts on environmentally sensitive areas.  Sensors deployed on 

the 23rd Feb, 2021.  



 The project continues to use best practise to guide the deployment of 

technology across all partner regions and in particular in remote areas with 

low levels of wifi access.  On the 15th Feb, 2021 a virtual meeting was held 

with partners to discuss the Best Practise toolkit on Virtual Tourism as 

developed through Merthyr Tydfil Borough Council 

 Effective trail management, maintenance and protection of environmental 

destinations require the capture and ongoing evaluation of key performance 

indicators (KPIs).  To this end, the TrailGazers Team, through Merthyr Tydfil 

Borough Council, are developing a framework on the most appropriate 

Walks and Trail KPIs to guide and future proof policy development in this 

area.   Amends currently being made to draft paper presented at the 

transnational workshop on the 26th January, 2021. 

 The team are currently working on the final development of our Trail Gazers 

app.  We have our project video completed, along with 4 Trail Gazers key 

promotional messages and 8 Lost Stories captured.  When it is safe to do so 

these stories and messages will engage with our visitor to ‘Welcome them 

to Inch, where they can explore for miles!’  Our visitors can hear stories of 

sea faring pirates, fairies to golden treasure all at their fingertips.  This app 

will allow visitors to explore Inch Levels trail site virtually and listen to local 

stories and folklore associated with key points of interest along the trail site.  

It will help to build up an affinity with the site that will last long after the 

visit has ended.  

 In February, the TrailGazers team continued to link up with our partners in 

France, in relation to the development of our Trail Care Packs.  Conservation 

is our key message and this includes protecting and educating visitors on our 

flora and fauna as well as ensuring our oral history is preserved through our 

Lost Stories App for future generations to enjoy.  These Trail Care packs will 

be used as a key promotional tool to educate users of the trail site and will 

also be used in local schools to teach our younger generation on the 

importance of protecting these sites. 

 Connecting and collaborating with like-minded agencies across Europe is 

one of the greatest benefits of EU funding for Irish organisations and 

TrailGazers has engaged with many colleagues over the Jan/Feb Period 

including a meeting with the North West Greenway team on how we can 

collectively work together to working with or Strategic Funding Department, 

when we were highlighted as Project of the Month.  (See dated Friday 15th 

Jan, 2021   https://mailchi.mp/1cf2c233b5c8/news-events-and-funding-

opportunities-3600996 ) 

https://mailchi.mp/1cf2c233b5c8/news-events-and-funding-opportunities-3600996
https://mailchi.mp/1cf2c233b5c8/news-events-and-funding-opportunities-3600996


 Collaboration with MAPA – Music and Performing Arts, North West Regional 

College Derry  to development of a music ‘sting’ for unveiling Inche; 

Recording – Amazing Grace Lost Story at Inch/Grianan of Aileach and the 

Recording of a Pirate Sea Shanty   

 The project is currently in the process of developing merchandise and 

Conservation and protection of our trails is a key promotional message of 

the project, so everything needs to be as environmentally friendly as 

possible.   This horizontal principle of our project is very important in this 

procurement and all merchandise must be geared toward the walker/cyclist. 

 A transitional meeting to discuss the development of the Trail Model Web 

Platform document took place on the 3rd Feb, 2021. 

Contact 

Person 

 

Loretta Mc Nicholas   
Tel|  087 9029307  
E    | lmcnicho@donegalcoco.ie  www.trailgazers.eu 

 

mailto:lmcnicho@donegalcoco.ie
http://www.trailgazers.eu/


 
See Friday 15th Jan, 2021   https://mailchi.mp/1cf2c233b5c8/news-events-and-funding-opportunities-
3600996 
 

 

1.4. Division: Economic Development Unit - Strategic Funding Unit Report 
 

Title Strategic Funding Unit – exploring EU and National Funding 

Opportunities that support the objectives set out in the Donegal County 

Council Corporate Plan 2020 – 2024 

Outline of 

Work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AMIF Migrant Integration Project Submitted – EU-BELONG 

Donegal County Council Strategic Funding Unit is working with the Social 

Inclusion Unit on an EU funded project application around intercultural 

integration. This project called EU-BELONG (An Intercultural Approach to 

Migrant Integration in Europe's Regions) has now been submitted to the 

European Commission for evaluation. If successful, Donegal County 

Council’s Social Inclusion Unit will lead out on WP4 in this 36 month 

project. There are 11 partners from 8 EU countries. The project EU 

BELONG: An intercultural approach to migrant integration in Europe’s 

regions aims to improve the socio-economic inclusion and sense of 

belonging for migrants through the development and implementation of 

regional intercultural integration. Regions benefits of the support from 

other regions over Europe and the methodology of the Council of Europe.  

This project would be a means of continuing the work of the Donegal 

https://mailchi.mp/1cf2c233b5c8/news-events-and-funding-opportunities-3600996
https://mailchi.mp/1cf2c233b5c8/news-events-and-funding-opportunities-3600996


Intercultural Platform, Port na Fáilte. The Social Inclusion Unit are also 

developing a Migrant Integration Strategy and this project would 

compliment that work as WP4 is focused on the development of a Multi-

stakeholder Intercultural Platform.  
 

Donegal County Council joins CPMR Meeting with Commissioner 

Ferreira on the Brexit Adjustment Reserve Fund 

Councillor Niamh Kennedy, representative of Donegal County Council on 

the CPMR (Conference of European Peripheral Maritime Regions) joined 

a meeting with European Commissioner Elisa Ferreira on 18th February to 

highlight the key concerns of our region in relation to Brexit, with a 

particular focus on fisheries. Elisa Ferreira is the European Commissioner 

for Cohesion and Reforms and she has been involved in developing the 

Brexit Adjustment Reserve Fund programme on behalf of DG REFORM. 

The Commissioner worked on the negotiations with the UK leading up to 

the decisions that were made in December 2020. This was a very 

important meeting as it was an opportunity to have direct contact with 

the Commissioner involved in the Brexit Adjustment Reserve Fund. A 

press release was subsequently issued by the CPMR.  

YOUth for Cohesion Project Submitted 

Donegal County Council has joined an EU project consortium led by the 

AER (Assembly of European Regions) and a project application has been 

submitted under the DG Regio EU funding call on “Support for 

information measures relating to the EU Cohesion policy.” The project 

proposal that AER has developed aims to communicate Cohesion policy 

in the field of employment, youth, and innovation with a specific focus on 

youth. 
 

Strategic Funding Webinars 2021 A Strategic Funding Unit webinar took 

place on the 4th March. Nuno Vaz Silva from C-Consulting gave a 

presentation on writing a winning proposal and Birgit Sandu from the 

AER (Assembly of European Regions) gave a presentation on their new 

‘Partnerships in Focus Hub’. Joy Harron from the Strategic Funding Unit 

gave a presentation highlighting the upcoming funding opportunities that 

would be open to Donegal County Council. The next webinar will take 

place in March 2021 and this is likely to take the format of an interactive 

workshop on specific themes/funding calls to begin preparations for 

when calls open April onwards. All webinars are available on YouTube 

and presentations can be downloaded from Sharefile.  



 

Divisional Funding Needs Analysis 

The Funding Needs Analysis process continues in 2021. The Strategic 

Funding Unit has circulated the Funding Needs Analysis survey to all 

Directorates. A number of Funding Needs Analysis meetings have taken 

place with Divisional Teams. Reports are being produced based on the 

outcomes of these meetings with a view to informing future plans in 

relation to funding applications. Recently the SFU has been carrying out 

FNA with the Diaspora Unit, the LAB and the Age Friendly programme.  

 

Strategic Funding Unit Newsletters Donegal County Council Strategic 

Funding Unit continues its targeted e-mail campaign. E-mail newsletters 

are being sent weekly to the team members in the various Divisions 

regarding funding opportunities, project development and events that 

are relevant to the work they are doing in line with the strategic 

objectives set out in the corporate plan. To date 13 targeted e-mail 

newsletters have been sent since the campaign commenced mid 

September 2020.  
 

Funding Call Alerts & Reviews In addition to the e-mail newsletters, 

direct e-mails are sent to staff when a relevant funding opportunity arises 

that suits their work plan. Also, the Strategic Funding Unit prepares 

funding call reviews for circulation to the SMT e.g. the EU Innovation 

Fund review. 
 

Networking & Partnerships The Strategic Funding Unit are working with 

a variety of networks such as CPMR and AER to explore project 

development and funding opportunities.  
 

EURural Project The Strategic Funding Unit is working with the 

Municipality of Aras de los Olmos (Spain) and has submitted a project 

under the EU funding call Europe for Citizens. If successful the project 

aims to foster democratic engagement and civic participation in rural 

areas and encouraging democratic participation of citizens at EU level 

and participation in the EU policy-making process. A decision is expected 

in Q1 by the EU Commission in relation to this project.  
 

AER Summer Academy Event 2022 The SFU is in talks with AER 

(Assembly of European Regions) in regards to hosting their Summer 

Academy here in Donegal in 2022 depending on the pandemic situation. 



This would provide a positive economic boost to the county and 

international exposure. Fáilte Ireland are also working with the SFU to 

support this initiative. 
 

Other Funding Investigations The Strategic Funding Unit is investigating a 

number of funding opportunities in relation to themes around digital 

transformation including digital hubs, IoT, infrastructure, tourism 

innovation, sustainability, climate change and specific funding calls such 

as the Innovation Fund, NPA, Peace Plus, Atlantic Area Programme and 

Horizon 2020.  

Contact Person 

 

Joy Harron, Acting Staff Officer joyharron@donegalcoco.ie   

Mobile: +353 (87) 0619360 

 

 

 

 

2. Local Enterprise Office 

 

Activity / Project Title The Local Enterprise Office (LEO)  

 The Local Enterprise Office (LEO) as part of the Economic 

Development, IS & Emergency Services Directorate, is the “first 

stop shop” for anyone planning, starting or growing a small 

business in Donegal.  The LEO plays a major role in offering 

expertise, know-how and financial support to local small 

businesses, enabling them to grow and thrive.  Supports 

available can be categorised under 4 core pillars, notably 

Financial, Capability Development, Enterprise Promotion and 

Economic & Other initiatives.   

 

Outline of Work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A range of COVID 19 supports in addition to the regular LEO 

supports are on offer and a summary of the supports and the 

uptake is detailed below. 

 

mailto:joyharron@donegalcoco.ie


 

 

 

Expert Mentoring 

Up to 12 hours of free online/telephone mentoring is available 

to any business seeking assistance in addressing COVID -19 

issues including developing their cash flow projections, 

managing cashflow, drafting loan applications, HR advice, Risk 

Assessment, etc and developing short action plans to address 

the identified actions. Mentoring application forms are 

available to download here. 

 

Progress:  To date in 2021, 17 COVID -19 Mentoring 

applications have been received.  In 2020, 136 mentoring 

supports were approved. 

 

Trading Online Voucher Scheme 

The Trading Online Voucher (TOV) Scheme offers assistance for 

businesses looking to build an online presence.  50% Financial 

assistance up to €2500 is available to small businesses that 

have been trading for more than 6 months with less than 10 

employees.  Participation in the Trading Online Workshop is 

compulsory for approval for this scheme.  Completed 

applications submitted in advance of 31 December 2020 

deadline were considered for the 90% support rate and all 

subsequent applications will be considered for the 50% 

support rate.   

Progress: 14 TOV applications have been received by the Local 

Enterprise Office in 2021 with 63 applications awarded 

 

https://www.localenterprise.ie/Donegal/Start-or-Grow-your-Business/Grow-your-Business/Mentoring/
https://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=17268&d=vOai3lQdF_uwlP4ov-HdJSjRBnWZtCP21cEwRLQr2Q&s=373&u=https://localenterprise.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=40b09305b1650c0ab37508366&id=a54cc2d4fe&e=f9a542d90e
https://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=17268&d=vOai3lQdF_uwlP4ov-HdJSjRBnWZtCP21ZYwQrF43Q&s=373&u=https://localenterprise.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=40b09305b1650c0ab37508366&id=de5ac6f67d&e=f9a542d90e


€147,656.17.  Previously in 2020, 462 applications were 

awarded €1,116,165 funding in line with the approved budget.    

 

Microfinance Ireland Supports for COVID-19 

The COVID 19 Business Loan from Microfinance Ireland (MFI) 

in association with the Local Enterprise Office is a government 

funded initiative to support small businesses through the 

current period of uncertainty and protect job 

creation/sustainment in Ireland.  If any micro-enterprise is 

impacted or may be impacted negatively by COVID-19 resulting 

in a reduction of 15% or more in turnover or profit, AND they 

are having difficulty in accessing Bank finance, the MFI COVID-

19 Business Loan may be an alternative funding solution for 

them.  Loans up to €25,000 are available with a reduced 

interest fee of 4.5% as opposed to 5.5% available, if the 

application is submitted via the Local Enterprise Office.  

Interest Free and Repayment Fee for 6 months is available. For 

more information, click here.  

Progress: During 2020 25 applications were submitted to MFI 

via the Local Enterprise Office of which 15 were approved. In 

2021 three applicatios have been received and 1 submitted to 

MFI. 

In addition, there is a COVID–19 Working Capital Loan 

available from SBCI.  This is for eligible businesses impacted by 

COVID-19. Loans from €25,000 up to €1.5m will be available at 

reduced rates (max 4%), with up to the first €500,000 

unsecured. Applications can be made through the SBCI website 

https://sbci.gov.ie/. 

Other Supports 

https://www.localenterprise.ie/Louth/Brexit/Microfinance-Ireland/
https://sbci.gov.ie/
https://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=17268&d=vOai3lQdF_uwlP4ov-HdJSjRBnWZtCP21ZdjReN12w&s=373&u=https://localenterprise.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=40b09305b1650c0ab37508366&id=4cdfe2f343&e=f9a542d90e


New Stimulus Package 

 
 

Brexit Stimulus Package 

The Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation has 

announced an additional budget allocation of €8 -10m to the 

border LEOs in 2020 as a stimulus measure to mitigate any 

Brexit related slowdown.  The programmes of support will 

include a Scaling Programme, a Green Energy Programme, a 

Retail Programme, an Export Programme, an Innovation 

Programme and a Scaling Programme. 

 
A number of the programmes are open for 
applicationsnotably, Retail, Exporting and Green for Micro.  
Details on each are outlined below; 
 

   

   

The programme includes: 
 Retail Health Check Diagnostic: an assessment of  

current business performance, with growth 
opportunities identified 



 8 x Interactive Webinars to help refocus the business  
 2 x Mystery Shopper Surveys 
 2 x (1/2 day) 1-2-1 Mentoring Sessions  
 3 x Specialist Masterclass Webinars - learn from those 

who have walked in your shoes. 
 
Green for Micro Programme  

 

 

The Green for Micro programme helps identify cost savings 
and improve the green credentials of a business by looking at a  
business from an environmental perspective. Projects may 
include a review of energy, water & waste costs, guidance with 
environmental management system, to the greening of a  
product or business to adapt to the changing market place. The 
programme will help participants to make more informed 
decisions to reduce business costs, lower its carbon footprint, 
and improve the environmental profile of the business in the 
marketplace. 

The programme outline: 

Part 1 

1. Two days free mentoring will be awarded to each 
business (open to all businesses – not just LEO clients). 
An appropriate consultant is identified and engaged to 
carry out a Green audit of the business. This audit will 
identify issues and opportunities within the business. 
 

 Part 2 (Optional) 

 

2. Following this initial audit – a business may wish to 
further progress with opportunities identified within 
the audit - an additional three days mentoring can be 
applied for or a Green voucher to the value of €2500 at 
a maximum rate of 50% (Voucher restricted to less than 



10 employees – existing eligible LEO clients). 

 
Measure 1: Financial Supports 

 Start Up/Business Expansion 

 For existing companies and potential start-ups that meet 

eligibility criteria (such as manufacturing/added value/ 

internationally traded services, employing 10 or fewer people 

with the potential for growth and job creation), the Local 

Enterprise Office offer three types of financial supports: 

 Feasibility/Innovation Funding 

Up to 60% of the cost of undertaking a feasibility study on an 

innovative new product or service may be considered subject 

to a maximum of €20,000. 

 Priming (Start Up) Grant Aid 

Our Priming Funding is designed to assist a micro-enterprise 

within the first 18 months of start-up. It covers 50% of eligible 

costs, subject to a maximum contribution of €80,000.  

 Business Expansion Grant 

Our Business Expansion Funding is designed to assist a micro-

enterprise that has been trading for over 18 months. It covers 

50% of eligible costs, subject to a maximum contribution of 

€80,000.  

Progress:  To date in 2021, 5 applications have been approved 

€90,765 in funding. 11 new applications for funding will be 

considered at the second meeting of the Evaluation Committee 

to be held on 25th March 2021.   

 
Previously in 2020, 32 grants were approved €769,630 in 
funding creating a projected 81 jobs over the 3 year period.   
 
Donegal Stories 

https://www.localenterprise.ie/Donegal/Financial-Supports/Feasibility-Grant/Feasibility%20Grant.html
https://www.localenterprise.ie/Donegal/Financial-Supports/Priming-Grant/
https://www.localenterprise.ie/Donegal/Financial-Supports/Business-Expansion-Grant/


 
 

A new Website https://donegalstories.ie/ showcasing some of 

the Small Businesses supported by the Local Enterprise Office 

has been developed and launched on 2nd February 2021.   

  

BREXIT 

 

With the UK exiting the EU on 1 January 2021, the Local 

Enterprise Office has expert advice, information and practical 

supports available to help local businesses manage their Brexit 

response through the following supports;  

Scorecards and Checklists 
Scorecards and checklists are available to assess how a 

business may be impacted by Brexit. 

Mentoring 
One-to-one advice and guidance from an experienced mentor 
to deal with Brexit Related issues. 
. 
 Ready for Customs Grant  

Ready for Customs grant will assist businesses increase its 

capacity to manage the customs process after 1st January 

2021. Up to €9,000 is available for each new Full Time 

employee engaged in Customs work.    

 

Brexit Readiness Checker 

The Brexit Readiness Checker develops a personalised report to 
help businesses prepare for Brexit.  

 

Customs Training 
Customs change is here and the workshops help businesses 

https://donegalstories.ie/
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1321&t=9ecd8208e5785f04092e0ded486b443eca73b45a&u=https%3A%2F%2Flocalenterprise.us8.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D40b09305b1650c0ab37508366%26id%3Dfa1a759755%26e%3Df9a542d90e
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1321&t=066ed03075bc8d1cd0672ebba286d6a1d892afd0&u=https%3A%2F%2Flocalenterprise.us8.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D40b09305b1650c0ab37508366%26id%3Df75edd61e8%26e%3Df9a542d90e
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1321&t=03d60f2eeebf1c1c98bfd2616ecabde98894eee1&u=https%3A%2F%2Flocalenterprise.us8.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D40b09305b1650c0ab37508366%26id%3Dc5f3240b76%26e%3Df9a542d90e


adapt.   Hundreds of local businesses have participated in the 

workshops in 2020 with further Workshops scheduled 

monthly, the next scheduled for  March 2021.   

 

Measure 2: Capability Development 
The Local Enterprise Office provides a broad suite of training, 

management development, mentoring and peer-learning 

programmes all aimed at increasing the capability of owner 

managers and their key internal staff. During COVID 19 many 

of these Programmes have moved online and are in huge 

demand.   

 

These include: 

Profitnet  

Profitnet is a highly successful business development and 

support programme which has benefited 180 Donegal 

businesses to date. The programme runs for a period of up to 

18 months and involves monthly group meetings with peer 

business owners, which are facilitated to ensure there is an 

exchange of innovative and creative business solutions. The 

Engineering Profitnet meeting has hosted 8 online meetings 

since the COVID -19 restrictions have been put in place. 

A further Food Coast Profitnet group is currently being 

established. 

Training 

Over 2,800 people attended a range of tailored training 

programmes in 2020 including online courses on Preparing for 

the Return to Work Post COVID 19-Key Considerations for 

Business, Start your Own Business, Preparing for Brexit, 

Getting your Business Online.  

 

`To date, 422 people have attended a range of training 

programmes in 2021. 

 

Gateway to Growth International Export Programme – Led by 

Derry City and Strabane District Council and Donegal County 

Council, the programme comprises of export workshops, one 

to one reviews and a North West Trade Mission financed by 



The Executive Office and the Irish Government.  Three 

pogrammes were delivered to a range of businesses in the 

region..    

 

Technical Study for Marine Development Works at Killybegs 

Harbour- The Study commenced in July with the contract  

awarded to ByrneLooby Ltd.  The draft report was received in 

December 2020 with the final report expected shortly.    

 

AMBITION-  Pre Accelerator for Women 

 AMBITION is an exciting pre-accelerator programme run by 

Local Enterprise Office Donegal, in partnership with NDRC, 

which sources and builds digital startups to invest in and work 

with. The AMBITION programme was open to female founders, 

entrepreneurs, or those with a strong start-up idea, who have 

links to Donegal. Demand for this exciting programme, the first 

of its kind outside an Urban setting was high, with 41 

applications received.   11 Female led teams, 3 of which were 

Donegal Diaspora participated on the 6 week pilot programme.  

A further programme is planned for Autumn 2021. 

 
3.0 Enterprise Promotion  
Under the Service Level Agreement between Enterprise Ireland 

on behalf of the Department of Business, Enterprise and 

Innovation, a key area of activity of the local Authority/Local 

Enterprise Office is the promotion of an enterprise culture and 

entrepreneurship within the county. Activities under this 

include:  

 Local Enterprise Week 

 

 



 

Local Enterprise Week is going virtual this year with a full 
programme of online events designed to help Donegal 
businesses spring back into action. The week-long series of 
events is a collaboration between Local Enterprise Office 
Donegal and its Enterprise Partners including the Digital Hubs, 
Udaras, LYIT and Co Lab.  Spring Back is the theme for the 
week, which runs from Monday, 1st to Friday, 5th March. 
 
Kicking off Local Enterprise Week “Spring Back and Step 

Forward” on Monday 1st March is one of 10 National Spotlight 

events and Minister Troy TD will join keynote speakers Emma 

Jones CBE and Mark Pollock for a highly motivational online 

event focusing on developing the leadership and resilience 

necessary to adapt to the challenges and opportunities facing 

businesses today.  

 
Day two of Local Enterprise Week focuses on sustainability and 
the Circular Economy.  Co Lab also has a filming workshop with 
Poco Productions, while The Base will explore the relevance 
and potential for social enterprise in rural Ireland. The Food 
Starter Programme also takes place on Tuesday and is 
designed to help food business in the early stages of 
development. 
 
On Wednesday, 3rd March, Eileen Magnier will moderate a 
panel of experts at the “Beyond Brexit.” event. Join RTE’s 
Europe Editor, Tony Connolly and Cathal Doherty of Nomadic 
Dairyas they discuss the realities of Brexit.    
 
Thursday’s events include Recipes For Successful Start-Ups 
featuring Niall Horgan of Gym+Coffee and Cathal Sheridan of 
Huku balance. Letterkenny Institute of Technology will present 
the DICE (Design, Innovation, Creativity and Enterprise) 
Conference to celebrate and showcase the best of Irish and 
international practitioners in design, fashion, film, animation 
and entrepreneurship. Other events on Thursday include 
“Maximising Sales In A Disrupted World”, and “Grow Remote” 
which explores how remote work is bringing new opportunities 
for rural communities across Donegal. Age Friendly Business 
Training will also take place for businesses in Donegal Town. 
 



The final day of Local Enterprise Week will start with an event 
exploring how Donegal can collaborate to compete. On Friday 
afternoon Wisar Labs have an event outlining what businesses 
of the future might look like and examining opportunities in a 
time of challenge also take place. On Monday, 8th March 
Donegal Woman in Business will present a special event for 
International Women’s Day.  
 
Each day of Local Enterprise Week will start with a wellbeing 
event run in partnership with The Donegal Hubs.  
 
This year, all events for Local Enterprise Week Donegal will be 

completely free of charge. To see the full line-up of events for 

LEW 2021 and book online, visit 

https://www.localenterprise.ie/Donegal/Training-

Events/Local-Enterprise-Week/. 

 

 Business Information Session 

A Monthly Information Session/Grant Aid Workshop is held 

online monthly on the last Friday of each month. 

 

 Student Enterprise Awards 

 

 Enterprise Awards 

The National Enterprise Awards Final took place virtually on 
February 11th.  O'Donnell's Bakery represented  Local 
Enterprise Office Donegal.   

4.0 Economic & Other Initiatives 

The LEO is engaged in a wide range of other initiatives, 

including; 

 Enterprise Europe Network  

Enterprise Europe Network led up by Donegal County Council 

and the Local Enterprise Office is providing unique 

opportunities to businesses all over Ireland to make 

connections and meet internationally in ways we never 

thought possible until 2020.  Last year almost 650 business 

people attended 9 events across Europe mostly in the final 

https://www.localenterprise.ie/Donegal/Training-Events/Local-Enterprise-Week/
https://www.localenterprise.ie/Donegal/Training-Events/Local-Enterprise-Week/


quarter of the year with the largest attendance at our own 

“Are You Brexit Ready” and “Meet the Brexit Expert” events.  

Businesses also have access to market information in almost 

70 countries around the world and an online database of over 

5000 opportunities across business, technology and Research 

& Development internationally.  We have two Meet the Buyer 

events planned for 2021 so far, EENginex on 15th April for the 

engineering sector and Food eirEEN on 9th June for the food 

sector.   

Queries to Eileen Kelly, Enterprise Europe Network 

Coordinator eileen.kelly@leo.donegalcoco.ie 

 

 

 Donegal Diaspora 

The Echoes from the Hills of Donegal was produced by the 

Donegal Diaspora office, in collaboration with the Donegal 

Diaspora working group in Scotland.  The production was 

viewed by 7700 people around the world including Donegal, 

Glasgow, Paisley, Aberdeenshire, Mallaig, Falkirk, Ayrshire, 

Ohio, North California, NYC, Canada, Ontario, Indiana, 

Melbourne, Alabama, Derby, London & Warrington. 

 

 The Food Coast – Donegal’s Good Food Initiative, 

 

The Food Coast is engaged in a wide range of initiatives to 

promote Donegal Food.  A new Food Coast Donegal Producer 

Directory has been developed and launched online on 

February 4th 2021.   

 
 The Creative Coast 

 EU Programmes 

https://eenginex-meet-buyer-matchmaking-event.b2match.io/
https://food-eireen-meet-buyer.b2match.io/
mailto:eileen.kelly@leo.donegalcoco.ie


 

Contact Person 

 

Brenda Hegarty,  Assistant Head of Enterprise 
 Local Enterprise Office 

 brenda.hegarty@leo.donegalcoco.ie   
 

 

LEO Donegal - Performance Metrics  

LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE SUPPORTS 2020 

Supports Applications 

Submitted 

No of 

Approvals 

Value of 

Approvals 

Uplift from 

2019 

(applications) 

Business Continuity 
Vouchers 

678 574 €917,560 +678 

Trading Online 
Vouchers 

563 462 €1,116,165 +518 

Mentoring 217 199 €137,294 +187 

Measure 1 Grant 

Supports 

38 32 €529,685 - 

Micro Enterprise 
Assistance Fund 

12 7 €6,750 +12 

TOTAL 1,508 1,274 €2,707,454 1,395 

     

 

3. Information Systems 

Activity / Project Title Information Systems COVID-19 Response 

Activity / Project 

Description 

 

The Information Systems Department has implemented a range 
of services and solutions to deal with internal staffing and work 
rearrangements, and solutions for public information and 
communications.  
A range of planned key information systems have been 
implemented in parallel. 
  

Progress to date within 

the last month-inclusive 

of current status 

 

 

 

Operations Programme 
 

1. Rollout of remote working extended to an additional 
tranche of critical staff members. 

2. Procurement of laptops and other computer equipment 
has been very challenging since the New Year due to 

mailto:patricia.clarke@leo.donegalcoco.ie


 

 

 

 

supply chain issues arising from the pandemic and the 
effects of Brexit. 

3. Configuration of 28 tablets for the Online Network of 
Older People – Community Resilience Fund. 

4. eTenders procurement process completed for the 
replacement of the switch network infrastructure that 
supports our Local Area Networks (LAN) and Wide Area 
Network (WAN). 

5. Migration to O365 Statement of Work reviewed and 
initial test plan agreed. 

6. Infrastructure put in place to facilitate Climate 
Awareness Training for all staff during 2021. 

7. 3 x additional sites migrated to our new SD-WAN 
solution for network connectivity, Carndonagh Fire 
Station, Buncrana Branch Library and Bundoran Branch 
Library 

8. 1422 online meetings on GoToMeeting to date in 2021, 
with roll out of GoToMeeting functionality to 117 
different admin users.  

9. Implementation of Cisco Webex Corporate online 
meeting system for use by Plenary Council, Municipal 
District & CPG meetings, and HR Interview 
competitions. 

10. Implementation of remote Interviewing platform. 
11. Windows 7 to Windows 10 upgrade programme 

resumed. 
 
 

Systems Programme 
 

12. Ongoing development and support of major online and 
backend support systems to facilitate management of 
the Defective Block Scheme which opened in 2020. 

13. Ongoing upgrade of Dynamics CRM for a number of 
solutions to facilitate in house development of mobile 
applications. 

14.  Facilitate installation/ongoing support of third party  
solution for PRD Inspections (Private Rented Dwellings). 

15.  Auxilian Governance365 – Microsoft Teams 
management beta trial solution recently installed and 
currently testing 

16. New car parking management system installed for 
management of parking function. E-Parking system app 
available for on-street payment of parking charges.  



17. Working with Economic Development Unit on the 
redevelopment of the Donegal.ie website 

18. Evaluating submitted IP Telephony tenders. This is a 
major tender to replace the current PSTN Lines based 
Corporate Telephony with a VOIP unified 
communication Telephony system and an upgrade of 
the current Contact Centre System. 
 
GIS Programme 
 

19. Ongoing maintenance of COVID19 All-Island Dashboard, 
Detailed Donegal /LEA STATs Dashboard and local travel 
stats dashboard 

20. Designing citizen mapping app to capture local point of 
interest. 

 
 

 
 

Contact Person 

 

Daragh McDonough – Broadband Officer 
dmcdonough@donegalcoco.ie 
074 9172450 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Activity / Project Title WiFi4EU 

Activity / Project 

Description 

 

WiFi4EU is an EU sponsored  initiative to create free public WiFi 
spaces within the Digital Single Market. Municipalities across 
Europe had the opportunity to apply for a max of 4 Vouchers. 
DCC were successful in winning 4 vouchers to the value of 
€60,000. The Department of Rural & Community Development 
will match fund each voucher +€60,000. DCC to invest 
additional €30,000 to create budget total of €150,000 or 
€30,000 per Municipal District. 
Propose to install 75 outdoor public WiFI access points 
throughout County Donegal to create centres of public 
connectivity. 

Budget: €150,000 

Progress to date within 

the last month-inclusive 

Inishowen MD 

WiFi installed: 

mailto:dmcdonough@donegalcoco.ie


of current status 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Clonmany – McFeelys Bar 

2. Buncrana – David Henry Solicitors 

3. Buncrana – Huttons Bar 

4. Culdaff – McGuinesses Bar 

5. Malin – Malin Hotel 

6. Newtoncunningham – Credit Union 

7. Manorcunningham – Community Centre 

8. Moville – Library 

9. Buncrana – Porter Computers 

10. Carrigans – The Village Shop 

 

Line yet to be installed: 

11. Carndonagh – Neal Doherty Jewellers  

12. Greencastle – McLaughlins shop  

13. Muff – Squealin Pig  

14. Burnfoot – Aileach Youth Club  

15. Ballyliffin – in discussions with Nancy’s Barn  

Project Targets for the 

next monthly reporting 

period 

 

To conclude line installations where possible and continue 
installing WiFi access points. 
 
Ongoing lockdown restrictions making scheduling installation 
appointments difficult. 

Contact Person 

 

Daragh McDonough – Broadband Officer 
dmcdonough@donegalcoco.ie 
074 9172450 

Activity / Project Title NBP – National Broadband Plan 

Activity / Project 

Description 

 

The NBP was signed by Government in November 2019 and will 
deliver High Speed Broadband to all rural Premises as defined in 
the Amber areas of the National Broadband Plan Map. The NBP 
will invest €135m in fibre infrastructure in County Donegal over 
the 7 years of the rollout and will connect 32,130 premises. 
National Broadband Ireland (NBI) is the consortium which will 
deliver the network and the NBP contract is managed by the 
Department of Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment. 
Liaison with NBI is through the Broadband Officer in Donegal 
County Council and the Department of Rural and Community 
Development. 
Early implementation of the NBP will see the rollout of 
Community Broadband Connection Points (BCP’s). These 
centres will act as locations where High Speed Broadband is 

mailto:dmcdonough@donegalcoco.ie


available in a local community setting or strategic site until the 
NBP Fibre is implemented. 
 
During 2021 NBI will be carrying out further route proofing and 
surveying in preparation for the main fibre rollouts. 

Progress to date within 

the last month-inclusive 

of current status 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Switch upgrade at Fort Dunree completed 
 
Sliabh Liag Ranger station WiFi connected 
 
Underground surveying completed in in Cresslough/Milford & 
Falcarragh 
 
Meeting held with NBI and Roads Engineers. 
 
Duct camera survey held at Malin Head. Duct connection to be 
completed when restrictions allow. 

Project Targets for the 

next monthly reporting 

period 

 

 

 

 

NBI overhead Surveying in Cresslough/Milford & Falcarragh 
areas. 
 
DRCD funded Virtual HSE Clinic project to kickstart in March. 
 
Install mobile phone boosters at Leghowney CC & Sliabh Liag 

Contact Person 

 

Daragh McDonough – Broadband Officer 
dmcdonough@donegalcoco.ie 

74 72450 

4. Emergency Services - Fire Service 

Activity 
Number of: 
(January)* 

Total for year 

Fire Brigade incidents within County Donegal**: 50 50 

Mobilisations (by Donegal Fire Service Brigades)**: 50 50 

Mobilisations into Donegal (by NI Fire & Rescue Service 
(NIFRS))**: 

8 8 

Fire Safety Certificate applications received: 6 6 

Fire Safety Certificates waiting to be assessed: 7 N/A 

Fire Safety Certificate applications assessed by Fire Officer 
and waiting for Further Information from Applicant / 

42 N/A 

mailto:dmcdonough@donegalcoco.ie


Agent: 

Fire Safety Certificate decisions made: 13 13 

Applications for Dangerous Substance Licences received: 0 0 

Dangerous Substance Licences issued: 0 0 

Form of notice received under the Explosives Act, 1875: 0 0 

Inspections and Auditing carried out (Fire Services Act 
1981 & 2003, Annual Licensing, DSA 1972, Explosive 
Stores, Pyrotechnics, BCA 1992 & 2007): 

 

0 

 

0 

Fire Safety Complaints received: 0 0 

Fire Safety Complaints dealt with: 0 0 

During Performance Inspections carried out: 0 0 

Fire Safety awareness presentations delivered: 0 0 

* Current data only available up to end of January 2021. ** Provisional Figures.* 



HOUSING & CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT 
Municipal District of Inishowen  

 9th March  2021 

Corporate Services 
 

 Consider date for  Planning Workshop re Building Control and Take Over of 
Estates 

 Consider Date for rescheduled  DFI Workshop 
 Schedule of Municpal Works 2021 

 
 

Housing Services 
  

 
 Progress Reports 

 
 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summary of DCC  Housing Offers and Tenancies  
 

Offers issued 
from  

01/01/2021 

Offers refused 
from 

01/01/2021 
 

Tenancies created 
from 01/01/2021 

Tenancies 
Terminated from 

01/01/2021 

12 2 3 2 
    

 
 
Summary of DCC  Nominations to AHBs  
Area AHB Nominated Vacancy Allocated 
Buncrana Steer 4 1 1 
Carndonagh Apex 6 1 Pending 
Muff Muff 

Housing 
1 1 Pending 

 
Inishowen MD Housing Waiting List  

as 9th March  2021 
Gross Number of Approved Applicants on  
Social Housing Waiting List 628 
Applicants currently accommodated with HAP 
assistance but who have remained on the Council 
Social Housing list 447 
Tenants currently accommodated in Council 
Social Housing and who are approved for a 
Transfer 36 

Net Social Housing Waiting List 145 
 

Summary of Casual Vacancies 
Inishowen MD as at  9th March 2021  

 
Properties Refurbished and at Offer Stage 2 
Properties being refurbished  11 
Properties to be  refurbished 7 

 



Gross Need by Approved Bedrooms Numbers and Location 
9th March 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Gross Need - by approved bedrooms 

 

 

Muncipal District 1 2 3 4 5 6 Total 
Inishowen Ballyliffin 0 2 1 0 0 0 3 

Bridgend 2 9 4 1 0 0 17 
Buncrana 14 148 89 13 1 1 266 
Burnfoot 0 12 3 1 0 0 16 
Burt 0 3 5 0 0 0 8 
Carndonagh 15 60 29 3 0 0 107 
Carrigans 2 8 4 0 0 0 13 

Clonmany 1 15 8 1 1 0 26 

Culdaff 0 7 2 0 0 0 9 

Fahan 1 3 2 0 0 0 6 

Gleneely 0 4 4 0 0 0 8 

Glengad 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Greencastle 0 10 2 0 0 0 12 

Inch 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Killea 0 4 2 0 0 0 6 

Malin 0 2 7 0 0 0 9 
Malin Head 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Moville 2 31 9 1 0 0 43 

Muff 0 16 6 1 1 0 23 

Newtowncunningham 1 32 5 0 1 0 39 

Quigleys Point 1 1 3 0 0 0 5 

Redcastle 0 3 3 0 0 0 6 

Tooban 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
 39 373 190 21 3 1 628 

Total         
 

 



   

Housing Grants Report at 1st March 2021  
 
 

      Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability 

 

 
 

YEAR 
  

TOTAL 
RECEIVED 

APPROVED 
  

REFUSED  
 

WITHDRAWN
/CANCELLED/

INVALID 
FURTHER 

INFO. 
PENDING 

  
2019 51 34 3 5 9 0 
2020 47 32 1 6 3 5 
2021 6 1 0 0 1 4 
 
 
 

Mobility Aids Grant  
 

YEAR 
  

TOTAL 
RECEIVED 

APPROVED 
  

REFUSED  
 

WITHDRAWN
/CANCELLED/

INVALID 
FURTHER 

INFO. 
PENDING 

  
2019 51 25 1 14 11 0 
2020 39 19 0 12 6 2 
2021 8 5 0 2 0 1 
 
 
 

Housing Aid for Older People Grant 
 

YEAR 
  

TOTAL 
RECEIVED 

APPROVED 
  

REFUSED  
 

WITHDRAWN
/CANCELLED/

INVALID 
FURTHER 

INFO. 
PENDING 

  
2019 36 34 1 1 0 0 
2020 58 41 4 10 1 2 
2021 20 6 1 4 0 9 
 



 
 
 
 
2nd March 2021 
 
 
To: Each Elected Member 
 
 
Re: Schedule of Municipal District Works 2021 
 
 
Please find attached documentation in respect of the Schedule of Municipal District Works 

for 2021. 

 

I also attach the Development Fund details in respect of 2021. This is for information 

purposes only, as the Development Funds do not form part of the Schedule of Municipal 

District Works. 

 

The Schedule of Municipal District Works has been included on the agenda for the next 

Municipal District Meeting. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
______________________________ 
Area Manager 
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Schedule of Municipal District Works (SMDW) 
 
1.0 Background 
 
1.1 Section 58 of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 amends Section 103 of the Local 

 Government Act 2001, inserting Section 103A (extract attached) prescribing the preparation 
of a Schedule of Municipal District Works in respect of maintenance and repair for each 
Municipal District. 

 
1.2 Circular LG27/2014/Fin/21/2014 dated 31st December 2014, (copy attached) provides 

 further  detail in relation to the operational application of this function within the Municipal 
District. 

 
2.0 Primary Issues of Consideration 
 
2.1 The Schedule of Municipal District Works sets out a plan of repair and maintenance work in 

each of the respective Municipal Districts, in respect of a number of local service areas. The 
requirement to prepare a Schedule of Municipal District Works first arose for the financial 
year 2015. 

 
2.2 The preparation and adoption of the Schedule of Municipal District Works is mandatory. It is 

required to be prepared under the direction of the Chief Executive and requires 
consideration by the Municipal District and adoption by resolution, with or without 
amendment, by the members of each Municipal District. 

 
2.3 A deadline date of the 31st March is being applied for the adoption of this resolution in 

respect of 2021, as was the case in previous years (as per Circular LG27/2014/Fin/21/2014). 
It is anticipated that further direction will be provided in future years in relation to the form 
and content of the Schedule of Municipal District Works. 
 

2.4 The members must have due consideration to the adopted revenue budget (essentially 
requiring that the schedule as adopted, and the expenditure associated with that, must be 
within the parameters of the adopted Revenue budget for the County as a whole). 

 
2.5 Should the Schedule not be adopted by the members, the Schedule of Municipal District 

Works reverts to the full council for the elected members’ consideration and adoption with 
or without amendment, but in line with subsection 4 of Section 103A of the Act. 

 
3.0 Rationale 
 
3.1 The principle of the SMDW is in line with stated objectives incorporated in various 

government policy documents associated with Local Government Reform. 
 
3.2 It is expected that, as the concept matures, that the prospect of additional and wider ranges 

of activities may be considered for incorporation into the overall schedule. 
 
4.0 Practical Applications - 2021 
 
4.1 This is the seventh year of the application of this concept. An approach has been taken to 

apply a limited number of works areas and to include areas of strategic importance at 
Municipal District level in the Schedule of Municipal District Works.  In this context, various 
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aspects of housing maintenance and repair; road maintenance and repair; beach 
management and maintenance; and litter management have been incorporated. 

 
4.2 The schedule as presented to the Municipal District members does not report on, or 

represent, all aspects of local expenditure and as such it is expected that as the principle of 
the SMDW matures over subsequent years that further areas can be incorporated as 
required. It is proposed that this matter be kept under review by the Corporate Policy Group 
of the Council and their advice and direction be sought in relation to same. 

 
4.3 It should be noted that in certain instances budgets are held locally e.g. roads maintenance 

areas whilst others are held centrally e.g. beach management.  The rationale and logic for 
same is specific to individual expenditure headings, but considerations relating to value for 
money, efficiency, synergies and contingency capacity are all areas that are reflected in 
instances where budgets may be held centrally for the provision of services locally. 

 
5.0 Further Information 
 
5.1 Also included for your information is a schedule of the discretionary development funds that 

are available to members through the Development Fund Initiative (monies which were 
allocated as part of the budget 2021 allocation process) and, furthermore, a schedule of 
available monies per electoral area in respect of the members development funds, a sum in 
the amount of €6,350 which is available for allocation by each individual elected member. 

 
5.2 The ‘Public Lights & Minor Infrastructure Fund’ was first adopted by the elected members as 

part of the 2020 Revenue Budget process. A sum of €203,500, equivalent to €5,500 per 
elected member, was adopted in 2020. This was increased to €259,000, equivalent to €7,000 
per elected member, in the adopted Revenue Budget for 2021. This is included for 
information purposes in the Schedule of Municipal District Works for 2021. This provision 
will facilitate the allocation of funding to public lights and minor public infrastructure 
improvements, primarily on public roads and in housing estates, in accordance with the 
scheme to be agreed with the elected members. 

 
5.3 The Public Lights & Minor Infrastructure Scheme budget for 2020 was not spent in 2020. It 

has therefore been carried forward into 2021. This means that a total fund in the sum of 
€462,500 is available to the elected members under this scheme in 2021. This is equivalent 
to €12,500 per elected member. 

 
5.4 In 2021, a specific additional budget in the sum of €500,000 (€100,000 per MD) was 

provided for a Minor Tourism Works Scheme. This is included in Appendix 4, alongside the 
Development Funds allocations, for the information of elected members. 

 
5.5 Also in 2021, a specific additional budget in the sum of €100,000 (€20,000 per MD) was 

provided to support and stimulate the Pollinator Plan and biodiversity. This is also included 
in Appendix 4 for the information of elected members. 

 
6.0 Required 
 
6.1 In line with section 103A of the Local Government Act 2001 (as amended) that the members 
 consider the Schedule of Municipal District Works as presented. 
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6.2 That the members resolve to adopt, with or without amendment (but within the parameters 
of the adopted Revenue budget), the schedule as presented and in line with the text of the 
draft resolution provided. 

 
 
__________________ 
Richard Gibson FCCA, 
Head of Finance 
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Extract from Local Government Act 2001 (as amended) 
 
Schedule of Municipal District Works 103A  
 
(1)  As soon as may be following the adoption of the local authority budget, a schedule of proposed 

works of maintenance and repair to be carried out during the financial year in each municipal 
district shall be prepared under the direction of the chief executive, having regard to the 
availability of resources, in the manner, format and within the timescale that may be prescribed 
by regulations made by the Minister.   

 
(2)  A schedule prepared for the purposes of subsection (1) shall be considered by the municipal 

district members concerned and be adopted by resolution, with or without amendment by it, 
within such time limit and in accordance with such conditions and requirements as may be 
prescribed by the regulations made by the Minister.   

 
(3)  In making an amendment under subsection (2) the municipal district members shall have due 

regard to the local authority budget adopted in accordance with section 103(9).   
 
(4)  If the schedule prepared for the purpose of subsection (1) is not adopted by the municipal 

district members in accordance with subsection (2) and any regulations made under that 
subsection, then the local authority concerned shall consider that schedule and by resolution 
adopt it with or without amendment (having due regard to the local authority budget adopted 
in accordance with section 103(9)) within such time limit as may be prescribed by the 
regulations made by the Minister. 
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Dear Chief Executive, 

Schedule of Municipal District Works  

(SMDW) 

 

Legislative provisions 

1. Section 58 of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 inserts a new section 103A in the 

Local Government Act 2001 providing that, following the adoption of the annual budget, 

a schedule of proposed works of maintenance and repair to be carried out during the 

financial year in each municipal district shall be prepared, for adoption by the municipal 

district1 members. The SMDW is, in effect, a plan of works that prioritises and 

apportions the use, within each municipal district, of funding provided in the overall 

local authority revenue budget for particular purposes.  In the case of local authority 

areas which do not have municipal districts, while the requirements in this circular 

relating to the SMDW per se do not apply, it is considered that it would be good practice 

to prepare a schedule of works in any event to identify where works will be prioritised in 

the local authority area during the year. 

 

2. The relevant extract from the 2001 Act is attached in the Appendix to this circular.  The 

main elements of this provision are as follows: - 

 

 Preparation and adoption of the SMDW is a mandatory requirement.  

 The SMDW must be prepared under the direction of the Chief Executive.  

 The SMDW is to be prepared as soon as may be following the adoption of the 

annual budget, for consideration and adoption by resolution, with or without 

amendment, by the municipal district members.  

 If not adopted by the municipal district members, the SMDW reverts to the full 

council for the elected members consideration and adoption, with or without 

amendment.  

 

                                                 
1
 The term municipal district should be taken to include metropolitan districts and borough districts. 



Policy Context 

3. By virtue of being adopted at district level, the SMDW represents an important 

enhancement of subsidiarity in local government. The provision is fundamentally 

important to the new system of governance at sub-county level, giving effect to 

measures set out in the Government’s Action Programme for Effective Local 

Government, Putting People First, which indicated, in particular, that: - 

 matters to be decided at municipal district level would include decisions in 

relation to local facilities and amenities and determination of priorities and 

programmes of works or services  in the area, within global funding allocations 

decided by the overall county council /city and county council or the use of 

locally generated revenue (paragraph 6.5.2); 

 provision would be made for the adoption by members at municipal district 

level of programmes/plans setting out priorities for works, services or activities 

within their functional remit that are contained within, or specific to, the district 

and expenditure in respect of matters that are appropriate for decision locally, 

within the overall budgetary and policy framework (paragraph 6.5.9); and 

 wide discretion would be given to members at municipal district level insofar as 

priorities in matters decided at that level are concerned (paragraph 6.7.1). 

 

The scope for widening the extent of reserved functions of elected members would be 

pursued fully and a number of new measures set out in the programme would add 

important new functions to the range of powers of elected members (paragraph 11.5.2); 

to this end, the adoption of the SMDW is among the most important new reserved 

functions introduced by the Reform Act 2014. 

 

Guidance on preparation and adoption of SMDW 

4. The legislation provides that the Minister may make regulations outlining the manner, 

format, conditions, requirements and timescale for the preparation, consideration and 

adoption of the SMDW. Further consideration will be given to the possible need for 

regulations under section 103A of the 2001 Act. Pending the possible making of 

regulations, interim guidelines are being provided on the preparation, amendment and 

adoption of the SMDW for the year 2015, as follows: - 

 

(a) While the legislation provides that the SMDW be prepared as soon as may be 

following the adoption of the annual budget, it is considered reasonable, in the first 

year of its operation, to allow adoption of the SMDW by 31 March 2015, in order to 

allow for appropriate arrangements to be made and to afford members adequate 

time to familiarise themselves with this important new function. This will also enable 

account to be taken of more definitive details of Government maintenance grants 

for roads, housing, etc.  

(b) The SMDW in respect of each municipal district should be formulated on the basis of 

the amount of funding provided for maintenance and repair in the annual budget of 

the local authority in respect of each relevant service division (e.g. housing, roads, 



amenities, street cleaning, drainage work, burial ground maintenance, etc.), subject 

to any variations arising subsequent to adoption of the budget, for example, in 

relation to funding levels from State grants. Classification of items in the budget 

should largely determine what works and related expenditure are included in the 

SMDW but insofar as it may be necessary to make judgments in particular instances, 

it is considered that the term “maintenance” can include not only maintenance of 

the physical condition or fabric of items, but also more operational type matters 

such as grass cutting or tree pruning. 

(c) Within the level of funding available, details of the SMDW should be prepared on 

the basis of identified needs (taking account of relevant factors, for example, in the 

case of housing, age profile of stock) and priorities throughout the local authority 

area and taking due account of requirements in relation to standards and frequency 

of maintenance work. This should be informed by details of relevant requirements 

which were considered in the formulation of the overall local authority budget. It 

will also be relevant to have regard to the pattern of works and expenditure in 

previous years. It is emphasised that adoption of the SMDW per se cannot involve 

revision of the adopted budget. 

(d) It is essential to maximise return on investment by avoiding dilution of expenditure 

which could result from spreading allocations too thinly across the local authority 

and the constituent municipal districts each year. This could be minimised by taking 

a multi-annual approach where possible in the preparation of the SMDW. 

(e) Maximising value for money, overall effectiveness, and return from investment 

should also be a key objective in prioritising works and allocating available funding 

within each municipal district, along with the need to ensure appropriate balance in 

the allocation of resources as between urban and rural areas in the district. 

Apportionment of funding on a thematic basis within the district over the life of the 

council could help to this end. For example, specific housing estate(s) in one location 

could be prioritised for refurbishment in year one, with a commitment to undertake 

works in another area in subsequent years.  Similarly, where an overall local 

authority maintenance programme is drawn up for a particular purpose (say 

windows and doors in local authority dwellings) which might need to extend over a 

number of years, the required works would be reflected in relevant annual SMDWs.  

(f) Any maintenance type functions, for example, grass cutting, planting or other 

maintenance of open spaces, that are carried out by means of specific purpose 

grants for such purposes to community groups such as tidy towns committees can 

be provided for, as appropriate, through the SMDW. 

(g) The GMA, which is a budgetary element providing funding for discretionary 

expenditure at municipal district level to be decided by the elected members in 

respect of each municipal district, is separate from the “strategic” budgetary funding 

for maintenance and repair, the utilisation of which is to be determined in the 

SMDW. However, it is open to the municipal district members to apply GMA funding 

to supplement maintenance and repair funding otherwise available in the overall 

budget.  



(h) It is suggested that the resolution for adoption of the SMDW be worded so as to be 

flexible enough to allow for possible emergencies or reallocation of funding from 

scheduled works that cannot, for some reason, proceed. Any such re-allocation of 

funding should, as always, be within the overall budgetary framework and could be 

notified to the members as part of the Monthly Management Report.  Account 

should be taken of any such changes in the preparation of the following year’s 

SMDW.  

(i) Section 134A of the 2001 Act provides that, in preparing the Service Delivery Plan, 

account shall be taken of any local authority plan, statement, strategy or any other 

document. Accordingly, the SMDW should, ideally, be prepared and adopted in 

advance of the annual Service Delivery Plan. If this is not feasible in the context of 

the time frame allowed for 2015, the preparation of the annual Service Delivery Plan 

should, at least, be informed by proposals for the SMDW. 

5. The following conditions and requirements shall apply in relation to any amendments to 

the SMDW, as prepared under the direction of the chief executive, being considered by 

the municipal district members under section 103A (2) and (3) of the 2001 Act: - 

(a) Any proposed amendments to the SMDW must take account of 

 

 the need to confine overall expenditure on works of maintenance within the 

total amount provided in the adopted local authority budget for such 

purposes; 

 actual requirements and priorities for relevant works within the district and 

prioritisation of the use of funding available to the district for particular 

purposes having regard to such requirements and priorities; 

 the most effective use of available resources; 

 requirements and priorities for funding in respect of works to which the 

SMDW relates during the entire term of office of the council so as to prevent 

dilution and ineffective use of funding by spreading it too thinly across the 

local authority/district each year; 

 other factors/criteria set out in these guidelines; 

 compliance with the regulations and guidelines regarding the performance 

of functions by municipal district members as provided in S.I. 231 of 2014 

and circular LG10/2014, including the need for consistency with overall local 

authority policy and avoidance of duplication; 

 any views in relation to proposed amendments provided by the chief 

executive. 

 

(b) If the municipal district members decide not to adopt the SMDW or propose to 

make an amendment to the SMDW which would result in the total expenditure in 

respect of works included in the schedule in respect of a particular service division 

exceeding that envisaged in the schedule as prepared by the chief executive, the 

latter shall submit a report to the local authority indicating that the SMDW has not 



been adopted in accordance with subsection (2) of section 103A and the local 

authority shall adopt the SMDW in accordance with subsection (4) of section 103A.  

(c) Pending a decision on the adoption of the SMDW by the municipal district members 

or the local authority, as the case may be, works or services may be undertaken in 

accordance with the schedule as prepared by the chief executive. Failure to adopt, 

or delay in adoption of, the SMDW in respect of a particular district by the municipal 

district members or the local authority, as the case may be, will not affect the 

validity of the SMDW adopted by the municipal district or the local authority, as the 

case may be, in respect of another district in the local authority area. Accordingly, 

where the SMDW has been adopted by the members for a particular municipal 

district, it cannot be revisited by the plenary Council even in the event that the 

SMDW for another district is referred back to it because of failure of the members 

for that district to adopt.  

(d) In the event of a decision by the municipal district members or the local  authority, 

as the case may be, not to adopt the SMDW or to make an amendment to the 

SMDW which would result in the total expenditure in respect of works included in 

the schedule exceeding that envisaged in the schedule as prepared by the chief 

executive, only such works or services to which the SMDW relates as are considered 

by the chief executive to be essential shall be undertaken pending the adoption of 

the SMDW within the level of expenditure envisaged in the schedule as prepared by 

the chief executive.    

 

6. Specific procedures (beyond the requirements in the legislation) or a definitive format 

for the SMDW, are not being prescribed at this time. The procedures and structures 

already applied by most authorities for non-statutory agreement of annual road works 

programmes at area committee level should provide a relevant analogy and a template 

that can be adapted for the statutory SMDW process. It is understood that some 

authorities intend to have non-statutory consultations with the municipal district 

members on the SMDW early in 2015, which could be helpful in advance of formal 

adoption. It should also be noted that it is a matter for the executive to determine the 

most appropriate and effective operational and organisational arrangements to 

implement the measures decided by the municipal district members in the adoption of 

the SMDW.  

 

7. A copy of this circular, which is available on the SharePoint system, should be given to 

each elected member. In view of its importance to their role at municipal district level, 

all necessary support should be provided to the members in the performance of their 

functions in relation to the schedule of municipal district works. 

 

 

 

 



Any queries on this matter relating to finance aspects can be made to 

Emma.Reeves@environ.ie, or relating to municipal district functions generally to Brendan 

Buggy or Michael Murphy at 01-8882826 or 01-8882162, respectively or, by e-mail at 

Brendan.buggy@environ.ie or Michael.murphy@environ.ie. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Denis Conlan   

Local Government Policy Section 

  

Fiona Quinn  

Local Government Finance Section 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To each local authority Chief Executive  

mailto:Michael.murphy@environ.ie


 

APPENDIX 

 

Extract from Part 12, Chapter 1 (Financial Procedures)  

of the Local Government Act 2001 

 

Schedule of municipal district works 

103A.— (1) As soon as may be following the adoption of the local authority budget, a 

schedule of proposed works of maintenance and repair to be carried out during the financial 

year in each municipal district shall be prepared under the direction of the chief executive, 

having regard to the availability of resources, in the manner, format and within the 

timescale that may be prescribed by regulations made by the Minister. 

 

(2) A schedule prepared for the purposes of subsection (1) shall be considered by the 

municipal district members concerned and be adopted by resolution, with or without 

amendment by it, within such time limit and in accordance with such conditions and 

requirements as may be prescribed by the regulations made by the Minister. 

 

(3) In making an amendment under subsection (2) the municipal district members shall have 

due regard to the local authority budget adopted in accordance with section 103(9). 

 

(4) If the schedule prepared for the purpose of subsection (1) is not adopted by the 

municipal district members in accordance with subsection (2) and any regulations made 

under that subsection, then the local authority concerned shall consider that schedule and 

by resolution adopt it with or without amendment (having due regard to the local authority 

budget adopted in accordance with section 103(9)) within such time limit as may be 

prescribed by the regulations made by the Minister. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix 1 – Housing Maintenance and Housing Estate Management 2021 

 Overall 
Adopted 

€ 

Non Discretionary 
Payroll / Overheads 

€ 

Discretionary 
 

€ 

  

Housing Maintenance – Inishowen MD 605,079 104,703 500,376 

Housing Maintenance – Donegal MD 421,243 56,936 364307 

Housing Maintenance – Glenties MD 455,078 66,197 388,881 

Housing Maintenance – Letterkenny-Milford MD 847,562 249,892 597,670 

Housing Maintenance – Lifford-Stranorlar MD 525,004 57,803 467,201 

Subtotal for Area Maintenance: 2,853,966 535,531 2,318,435 

HQ Maintenance 1,550,000 

Total Maintenance 4,403,966 

  

Insurance 344,986 

Loan Charges 42,447 

Local Property Tax Payments 501,198 
Contingency for Capital Balances  
(Housing Programme) 66,000 

Subtotal Other 954,631 

  

Overall Total 5,358,597 As per Budget Book (A0101) 

        
Routine Maintenance Budget allocated on a per house basis equally across all areas. 

Housing Estate Management – Inishowen MD 11,117   

    

Housing Estate Management – Donegal MD 7,821   

    

Housing Estate Management – Glenties MD 8,471   

    

Housing Estate Management – Letterkenny-Milford MD 15,641   

    

Housing Estate Management – Lifford-Stranorlar MD 9,700   

        

Total Estate Management 52,750 As per Budget Book (A0401) 



Appendix 2 – Environmental Services 2021 
 

Description 
Adopted 
Budget 

2021 

Budget 
Adjustments 

Revised 
Budget 

2021 
Payroll Loan 

Charges Others Total Balance Inishowen Donegal Glenties Letterkenny- 
Milford 

Lifford-
Stranorlar 

County/ 
Centre Total 

Water & Environment               

Litter Control  
- Clean Up 
Campaign 

149,100  149,100    0 149,100 33,400 20,550 27,900 46,700 20,550 0 149,100 

Tidy Towns 
Fund 105,000  105,000    0 105,000 20,000 20,000 20,000 20,000 20,000 5,000 105,000 

Maintenance 
of Beaches 232,900  232,900    0 232,900 36,700 79,200 44,400 24,500 0 48,100 232,900 

Totals 487,000  487,000    0 487,000 90,100 119,750 92,300 91,200 40,550 53,100 487,000 

 
 
Background 
 
It is proposed that Clean-Ups and Beach Maintenance will be centrally managed to give maximum flexibility to respond to priorities in a countywide 
context. Examples where this is relevant include instances of large-scale dumping potentially being more prevalent in one area than another, and similarly 
with unexpected maintenance/repair work at individual beaches. As a consequence, it is difficult to suggest that an MD has discretion for the expenditure. 
However, indicative expenditure is clearly provided on an area-by-area basis as set out in the schedule circulated. The basis of allocation will be kept under 
review.  
 
A specific and discretionary allocation of €20,000 per Municipal District has been included in the adopted budget 2021 to assist tidy towns groups (as shown 
above). In addition to this, an amount of €5,000 has been set aside centrally for the purpose of running a countywide tidy-towns competition. 



Totals Non-Roads 
Areas 

Controlled 
Funding

Roads Areas 
Centrally 

Controlled 
Funding

Donegal      
MD

Glenties      
MD

Inishowen 
MD

Letterkenny/
Milford MD

Stranorlar 
MD

€ € € € € € € €

NP Ordinary Maintenance €293,292 €103,239 €20,237 €59,538 €110,278
NP Route Lighting €42,750 €42,750
NP Winter Maintenance €264,600 €264,600

National Primary Total = €600,642 €42,750 €264,600 €103,239 €0 €20,237 €59,538 €110,278
NS Ordinary Maintenance €201,895 €38,360 €135,270 €28,265
NS Route Lighting €42,750 €42,750
NS Winter Maintenance €164,600 €164,600

National Secondary Total = €409,245 €42,750 €164,600 €38,360 €135,270 €0 €28,265 €0
LA Support (Maintenance) 2021 €66,600 €66,600
LA Support (Winter Maintenance) 2021 €10,000 €10,000

National Secondary Total = €76,600 €10,000 €66,600 €0 €0 €0 €0 €0
Total TII Roads Areas Funding = €1,086,487 €95,500 €495,800 €141,599 €135,270 €20,237 €87,804 €110,278

Winter Maintenance (Note 5) €1,000,000 €1,000,000
Bridge Refurbishment €250,000 €250,000
Regional & Local Roads Disc Maintenance €3,856,000 €796,081 €729,171 €955,204 €832,353 €543,190

Discretionary Grant (DG) Total = €5,106,000 €250,000 €1,000,000 €796,081 €729,171 €955,204 €832,353 €543,190
Regional Roads Restoration Maintenance €1,353,800 €0 €221,113 €334,261 €311,286 €345,144 €141,996
Local Roads Restoration Maintenance €3,481,200 €740,631 €628,904 €871,402 €731,575 €508,689

Restoration Maintenance (RM) Total = €4,835,000 €0 €0 €961,744 €963,165 €1,182,688 €1,076,719 €650,685
Materials Testing €40,000 €40,000
Restoration Improvement €16,815,000 €3,471,500 €3,179,724 €4,165,393 €3,629,674 €2,368,709

Restoration Improvement (RI) Total = €16,855,000 €0 €40,000 €3,471,500 €3,179,724 €4,165,393 €3,629,674 €2,368,709
Community Involvement Schemes €1,440,000 €297,292 €272,305 €356,715 €310,837 €202,851
Specific Improvement Grants €1,232,000 €310,000 €372,000 €550,000
Strategic Regional & Local Roads €400,000 €300,000 €100,000
Speed Limits -(Note 9) €33,000 €33,000
PSCI: Survey Report €50,000 €50,000
Former National Roads €350,000 €350,000
Cycle Signs (Note 10) €35,100 €5,000 €10,000 €16,500 €3,600
Drainage Works (Note 8) €1,320,010 €272,519 €249,615 €326,991 €284,936 €185,948
Active Travel (DTTaS) €1,306,230 €305,616 €275,297 €7,420 €417,928 €201,833 €98,136
Climate Adaptation €488,216 €212,891 €59,933 €24,974 €190,418 €0 €0

Other Grants (SI) Total = €6,654,556 €0 €606,507 €1,525,041 €554,313 €1,664,053 €1,814,107 €490,535
Bridge Rehabilitation €422,500 €422,500
Low Cost Safety Improvements €420,000 €420,000
Training Grant €114,500 €114,500

DTTAS Non-Roads Areas Total = €957,000 €957,000 €0 €0 €0 €0 €0 €0
Total DTTAS Roads Areas Funding = €34,407,556 €1,207,000 €1,646,507 €6,754,366 €5,426,374 €7,967,337 €7,352,853 €4,053,119

Training €46,665 €46,665
Scrim test & Materials Tests €50,000 €50,000
Lining & Road Studs €200,000 €200,000
Depots & Health & Safety €75,000 €75,000
Bridges (Preventative Maintenance) €270,000 €270,000
Bridges (Advance Design)(Note 11) €50,000 €50,000
Safety Fencing €100,000 €100,000
Co-finance Capital €50,000 €50,000
Invasive Species Management €30,000 €30,000
Staffing Budget (Note 12) €400,000 €400,000
Contingency Reserve €500,000 €500,000
Former Town Councils Roads (Note 13) €824,295 €245,640 €248,937 €329,718
Former Town Council Street Sweeping (Note 14) €365,003 €65,003 €76,000 €224,000
MD Works Overheads €1,800,000 €387,893 €348,668 €400,969 €392,252 €270,218
Regional Roads Own Resources €890,363 €145,421 €219,836 €204,726 €226,993 €93,388
Regional Roads OR (Ineligible under Grants) €480,969 €78,556 €118,754 €110,592 €122,620 €50,447
Local Roads Own Resources €1,516,024 €322,536 €273,881 €379,486 €318,593 €221,528
Local Roads OR (Ineligible under Grants) €818,948 €174,232 €147,949 €204,996 €172,102 €119,668
DTTAS RM Programme Support €116,040 €23,957 €21,943 €28,745 €25,048 €16,346
DTTAS RI Programme Support €219,115 €45,237 €41,435 €54,279 €47,298 €30,866
DTTAS Drainage Programme Support €14,845 €3,065 €2,807 €3,677 €3,204 €2,091

Own Resources Roads Areas Total = €8,817,267 €366,665 €1,405,000 €1,491,540 €1,175,273 €1,712,406 €1,861,829 €804,554
Parks & Open Spaces (Note 15) €940,781 €68,648 €5,399 €140,148 €725,348 €1,238
Moville Green & Barrack Hill (Note 16) €90,000 €90,000
Car Parking €1,130,000 €150,000 €430,000 €79,000 €315,000 €156,000
School Wardens €71,000 €71,000
Burial Grounds €40,000 €2,800 €7,200 €4,800 €8,400 €12,000 €4,800

DCC Specific Funding Total = €2,271,781 €71,000 €152,800 €505,848 €10,199 €317,548 €1,052,348 €162,038
Total DCC Funding = €11,089,048 €437,665 €1,557,800 €1,997,389 €1,185,471 €2,029,954 €2,914,177 €966,592

TOTAL 2021 FUNDING = €46,583,091 €1,740,165 €3,700,107 €8,893,354 €6,747,115 €10,017,528 €10,354,834 €5,129,988

Roads Areas Division

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII)(Note 1)

Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport (DTTAS)(Note 4)

Budget Distribution 2021

2021 Budget Distribution  - 1 March 2021



Totals Donegal      
MD

Glenties     
MD

Inishowen 
MD

Letterkenny/
Milford MD

Stranorlar 
MD

€ € € € € €

NP Ordinary Maintenance €293,292 €103,239 €20,237 €59,538 €110,278
NS Ordinary Maintenance €201,895 €38,360 €135,270 €28,265

Total National Roads Funding = €495,187 €141,599 €135,270 €20,237 €87,804 €110,278

Regional & Local Roads Disc Maintenance €3,856,000 €796,081 €729,171 €955,204 €832,353 €543,190
Regional Roads Own Resources €890,363 €145,421 €219,836 €204,726 €226,993 €93,388
Regional Roads OR (Ineligible under Grants) €480,969 €78,556 €118,754 €110,592 €122,620 €50,447
Local Roads Own Resources €1,516,024 €322,536 €273,881 €379,486 €318,593 €221,528
Local Roads OR (Ineligible under Grants) €818,948 €174,232 €147,949 €204,996 €172,102 €119,668
MD Works Overheads €1,800,000 €387,893 €348,668 €400,969 €392,252 €270,218
Former Town Councils Roads (Note 13) €824,295 €245,640 €248,937 €329,718
Former Town Council Street Sweeping (Note 14) €365,003 €65,003 €76,000 €224,000

Discretionary Road Maintenance Funding Total = €10,551,602 €2,215,363 €1,838,259 €2,580,909 €2,618,632 €1,298,440
Regional Roads Restoration Maintenance €1,353,800 €221,113 €334,261 €311,286 €345,144 €141,996
Local Roads Restoration Maintenance €3,481,200 €740,631 €628,904 €871,402 €731,575 €508,689
DTTAS RM Programme Support €116,040 €23,957 €21,943 €28,745 €25,048 €16,346

Restoration Maintenance (RM) Total = €4,951,040 €985,701 €985,108 €1,211,433 €1,101,767 €667,031
Reg & Loc Roads Restoration Improvement €16,815,000 €3,471,500 €3,179,724 €4,165,393 €3,629,674 €2,368,709
DTTAS RI Programme Support €219,115 €45,237 €41,435 €54,279 €47,298 €30,866

Restoration Improvement (RI) Total = €17,034,115 €3,516,737 €3,221,159 €4,219,672 €3,676,972 €2,399,575
Community Involvement Schemes €1,440,000 €297,292 €272,305 €356,715 €310,837 €202,851
Specific Improvement Grants €1,232,000 €310,000 €372,000 €550,000
Strategic Regional & Local Roads €400,000 €300,000 €100,000
Former National Roads €350,000 €350,000
Cycle Signs €30,100 €10,000 €16,500 €3,600
Drainage Works (Note 8) €1,320,010 €272,519 €249,615 €326,991 €284,936 €185,948
DTTAS Drainage Programme Support €14,845 €3,065 €2,807 €3,677 €3,204 €2,091
Active Travel (DTTaS) €1,000,614 €275,297 €7,420 €417,928 €201,833 €98,136
Climate Adaptation €275,325 €59,933 €24,974 €190,418 €0 €0

Specific Grants Total = €6,062,894 €1,528,106 €557,120 €1,667,730 €1,817,311 €492,626
Total Non-National Roads Funding = €38,599,651 €8,245,907 €6,601,646 €9,679,743 €9,214,683 €4,857,672

Parks & Open Spaces (Note 15) €940,781 €68,648 €5,399 €140,148 €725,348 €1,238
Moville Green & Barrack Hill (Note 16) €90,000 €90,000
Car Parking €980,000 €430,000 €79,000 €315,000 €156,000
Burial Grounds €37,200 €7,200 €4,800 €8,400 €12,000 €4,800

Roads Related Items Total = €2,047,981 €505,848 €10,199 €317,548 €1,052,348 €162,038
Total Roads Related Iterms Funding = €2,047,981 €505,848 €10,199 €317,548 €1,052,348 €162,038

TOTAL 2021 FUNDING = €41,142,819 €8,893,354 €6,747,115 €10,017,528 €10,354,834 €5,129,988

National Roads

Non-National Roads

Specific Funding for Roads Related items

Roads Areas Division

Budget Distribution 2021 - Municipal Districts Summary

2021 Budget Distribution  - 1 March 2021



Notes:
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

Drainage Works on Roads 40% - 50%
Road Surface Repairs 35% - 45%
Verge Maintenance 0% - 10%
Sign Maintenance 0% - 5%
Bridge Inspections 0% - 5%
Emergency RTC and Flooding Response 0% - 5%
Street Cleaning 0% - 15%
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As applied for in 2020,  DTTaS have provided €35,100 in 2021 to allow for erection of passing cycle signage, some on existing and 
some on new poles.

It was noted in the Budget Book that there was a need to advance the design work on certain bridges and €50,000 has been set 
aside centrally to fund this work.

Parks and Open Spaces budget provision for 2021 has been distributed in the same manner as recent years which was based on 
2013 expenditure under this heading.

Where specific allocations are made to MDs on the basis of their having former Town Councils it is expected that these 
allocations will be spent in the former Town Council areas and will not be used to supplement budgets outside of these areas.

It is expected that Roads Own Resources funds will continue to be spent as normal as per the following breakdown from Budget 
Book 2021:

Specific provision has again been made in the Council's Budget 2021 for Street Sweeping. In previous years street sweeping was 
funded from roads general maintenance monies and only the former Town Councils made specific allocation. As such Donegal, 
Inishowen & Letterkeny MDs have received a specific amount for street sweeping and the remainder has been included in Roads 
OR. MDs may provide for street sweeping from their Roads OR as normal in accordance with their individual preferences.

€824,295 has been allocated to those MDs now incorporating former Town Councils (FTC) to replace the FTC OR allocations 
made previously.

Moville Green has been separately budgeted as per historic commitments and a separate allocation has again been made in the 
2021 Budget towards the management of Barrack Hill, Carndonagh.

The increase in outdoor staff numbers has resulted in increased staffing costs for outdoor work gangs. Similar to previous years 
monies have been retained centrally for targeting at RSS areas where staffing costs cannot be met from existing maintenance 
funding. €400,000 has been retained for this purpose.

Budget Distribution 2021

Roads Areas Division

DTTaS have continued their Drainage Grant for 2021 with funding of €1,320,010 and is to be used to address locations with 
drainage problems on the road network. This year the DCC have topped up with a supplementary 'DTTaS Drainage Programme 
Support'  budget of €14,845

€33,000 has been provided by DTTaS for minor advance Speed limit related works

TII allocations must be spent in accordance with the NRA Memorandum on Road Grants.

TII allocations announced to date do not contain any allocation for High Collision Locations or Crash Barrier repairs. It is expected 
that funding under these headings will be announced by TII aimed at specific locations on the national road network in the 
coming months.

No TII Capital Maintenance or HD28 announced to date.

DTTAS allocations must be spent in compliance with DTTAS Circular RW1/2021 and the Memorandum on Grants For Regional 
and Local Roads.

Winter maintenance budget is weather dependent and will be supplemented as necessary from the OR Contingency Reserve. The 
budget has been set at €1,000,000 for 2021 to reflect the likely expenditure.

In previous years LAs were permitted by DTTaS to use up to 15% of their initial Discretionary Grant for Local Improvement 
Schemes (LIS). As LIS is now provided through the Department for Rural and Community Development this facility is no longer 
available from DTTaS.

Funding has again been provided for 2021 for Community Involvement Schems (CIS) as per previous commitment by DTTaS.

2021 Budget Distribution  - 1 March 2021
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Municipal District National 
Primary

National 
Secondary

Regional Local Non National 
Total

Donegal 35.2% 19.0% 16.3% 21.3% 20.6%
Glenties 67.0% 24.7% 18.1% 18.9%

Inishowen 6.9% 23.0% 25.0% 24.8%
Letterkenny 20.3% 14.0% 25.5% 21.0% 21.6%
Stranorlar 37.6% 10.5% 14.6% 14.1%

2021

The 2021 road mileage was determined as being similar to 2020 as per below.

2021 Budget Distribution  - 1 March 2021



Development Fund Allocations 2021 

Municipal 
District 

Development 
Fund 

Initiative 
€ 

Members 
Development 

Fund *1 
€ 

Public Lights & 
Minor 

Infrastructure 
Fund*3 

€ 

Minor Tourism 
Works 

Scheme*4 
€ 

Pollinator 
Plan and 

Biodiversity*5 

€ 

Totals 
€ 

Letterkenny-
Milford 200,000 63,500 

 
70,000 100,000 20,000 453,500 

Inishowen 180,000 57,150 
 

63,000 100,000 20,000 420,150 

Donegal 120,000 38,100 
 

42,000 100,000 20,000 320,100 

Glenties 120,000 38,100 
 

42,000 100,000 20,000 320,100 

Lifford- 
Stranorlar 120,000 38,100 

 
42,000 100,000 20,000 320,100 

Totals 740,000 234,950*2 259,000 500,000 100,000 1,833,950 
 

*1  Equivalent to €6,350 per Elected Member 
*2  Standard rounding rules apply. The Revenue Budget allocation is €236,000 
*³  Equivalent to €7,000 per Elected Member. Total funding available under the PLMIF in 2021 is €462,500 (€12,500 per 

member). This is as a result of the unspent budget capacity from 2020 (€203,500) being carried forward into 2021 
*4 New for 2021 - €100,000 per Municipal District 
*5 New for 2021 - €20,000 per Municipal District 



FORMAL RESOLUTION FOR SMDW ADOPTION 
 

ADOPTION OF THE SCHEDULE OF MUNICIPAL DISTRICT WORKS 2021 
 
 
 
 
Proposed by: ___________________________ 
 
 
Seconded by: ___________________________ 
 
 

and resolved “that the _____________________ Municipal District hereby adopts for the 

financial year ended 31st December 2021, the Schedule of Municipal District Works as set 

out in the schedules presented at the Municipal District meeting of the ________________ 

(insert date) as required by Section 103A of the Local Government Act 2001 (as amended) 

and in line with requirements of Circular LG27/2014/Fin21/2014.” 



Inishowen MD Meeting   
9th March 2021 
 

 Item Update 

1 Development 
Applications 

 

 (1) Statistics  County Totals Year to End January 2021: 
 

Applications received 30 

Granted 32 

Refused 1 

Deferred 14 

Decided in under 2 months 17 

Invalid 8 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Enforcement  

23 

26 

1 

9 

21 

6 

20 

23 

2 

11 

19 

7 

30 

32 

1 

14 

17 

8 

30 

16 

1 

13 

10 

12 

8 

0 

0 

10 

12 

2 

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 

Apps Recd 

Granted 

Refused 

Deferred  

Decisions <  56 days 

Invalid 

Applications to end of January 2021 
 

Stranorlar 

Letterkenny 

Inishowen 

Glenties 

Donegal 



  Inishowen MD  January 

New Cases 3 

Closed Cases 1 

Outstanding cases on record 
since 2012 

280 

 

   
 

3 
 

Notes & 
Monthly 
Schedule 

Please note  pre planning clinics during the Corvid-19 
restrictions  are on a telephone call only basis between 
09.30am and 12.30pm on the dates outlined below. 
 

Planning Clinics:  
31st March 
14th April  
28th April 

  
Please see website for further dates.  
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/services/planning/planningclinics/  

4 Regeneration 
Report 

Appendix A 

5 Building 
Control & 
Taking in 
Charge 
Community 
Development 
& Planning 
Services 

No Report 

6 Central 
Planning Unit 

 

 (1)  
Letterkenny 
Plan and Local 
Transport 
PLan  

No further updates other than to note that the programme of 
workshops with Members is continuing across Q1 of 2021. 

 (2) County 
Development 
Plan 2018-
2024 (CDP 
2018-2024) 

(a) Policy Interpretation and Implementation: Plenary 
Workshops 
Following detailed discussion at the Plenary Workshop of 22nd 
February, 2021, at the Planning SPC of 24th February, 2021 it 
was agreed that working groups would be set up to provide a 
focus to address the issues of continuing concern for 
Members. The precise details and make-up of the Working 
Groups are now being developed by the Director of 
Community Development and Planning in consultation with 
party whips. 
 
(b) Proposed Variation on Foot of Adoption of Northern 
and Western Regional Assembly’s Regional Spatial and 
Economic Strategy 
At the January, 2021 Plenary Council meeting, a decision on 
whether or not to approve the contents of the Proposed 

http://www.donegalcoco.ie/services/planning/planningclinics/


Variation and to proceed to formally commence 
environmental processes was deferred pending further 
consideration of matters arising, which considerations will be 
informed by the above-noted Plenary Workshop scheduled 
for 22nd February, 2020.  

On foot of deliberations at that Workshop, and in the context 
also of the working group proposition that has emerged in 
relation to Item 2(a) above, it is now the intention of the 
Executive that the ‘RSES Proposed Variation’ will now be re-
submitted to the March Plenary Council meeting.   

 
Proposed Variation re TEN-T Priority Roads Project 
Members have been updated separately on the arrangements 
for the public consultation on the Proposed Variation 
consultation period now running from 5th March until 9th April, 
2021. A Chief Executive’s Report on submissions received 
during the public consultation period will be submitted to the 
May, 2021 Plenary Council meeting.  
 
Wind Energy Policy and Proposed Variation 
The new Wind Energy Guidelines had not been published at 
the time of writing and there are no further updates at this 
time other than to note that work is continuing on the possible 
contents of a Proposed Variation in anticipation of publication 
of the Guidelines. 
  

   

7 Further 
Information 
Click on web 
links to access 
information. 

• Weekly List of applications and decisions: 
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/services/planning/weeklyplannin
glists/ 

• Planning service email (to be used in correspondence with 
the planning service): planning@donegalcoco.ie 

• Planning Webpage: 
 www.donegalcoco.ie/services/planning/  

• Planning Application Online Query – planning reference 
number required: 
www.donegalcdb.ie/eplan/internetenquiry/rpt_querybysurfor
recloc.asp  

• File Retrieval Form – to be used for file retrieval and when 
requesting planning searches: 
www.donegalcoco.ie/media/donegalcountyc/planning/pdfs/fi
leretrieval/File%20Retrieval.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.donegalcoco.ie/services/planning/weeklyplanninglists/
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/services/planning/weeklyplanninglists/
mailto:planning@donegalcoco.ie
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/services/planning/
http://www.donegalcdb.ie/eplan/internetenquiry/rpt_querybysurforrecloc.asp
http://www.donegalcdb.ie/eplan/internetenquiry/rpt_querybysurforrecloc.asp
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/media/donegalcountyc/planning/pdfs/fileretrieval/File%20Retrieval.pdf
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/media/donegalcountyc/planning/pdfs/fileretrieval/File%20Retrieval.pdf


Appendix A 

 
Regeneration & Development Team 

Community Development & Planning Services  
 

 

March (2021) Municipal District Meetings 

Report to Elected Members 
 

 

 

1.0 RURAL REGENERATION AND DEVELOPMENT FUND (RRDF) 
 
1.1 EXISTING APPROVED CATEGORY 1 RRDF PROJECTS (2019) 

 

1.1.1 Killybegs 2040 – A Town Centre Regeneration Project 

 

This project will formally commence with the detailed design stage in Q1 & 2 of 2021, 

before progressing to construction.  

 

The Detailed Design phase will be consultative and a stakeholder strategy will be 

prepared. Workshops will be arranged with Members and the Regeneration Team will 

make the necessary arrangements directly at a Municipal District level. Whilst 

construction is currently restricted during the current Level 5 public health measures it is 

not anticipated that the detailed design phase will be unduly delayed once it has 

commenced. The build period is currently estimated at 52 weeks. 

 

1.1.2 Burtonport and Aranmore Island – Harbour to Island Regeneration 

 

This project continues to make significant progress towards commencement in Q1/Q2 of 

2021.  

 

Throughout 2020 significant work to progress the project towards construction was 

completed. In respect of the Aranmore Island Shore Front Amenity development a tender 

report has been submitted to the Department of Rural and Community 

Development(DRCD) and pending approval the Council can proceed to award the 

construction contract.  Whilst construction is currently restricted during the current Level 

5 public health measures it is hoped that the public health environment will improve to 

allow construction commence in Q1/2 of 2021. In the interim preparations will continue to 

be made. A 31 week build period is scheduled once construction commences. 

 

In respect of Burtonport Harbour a Refurbishment, Demolition & Asbestos Survey 

(RDAS) of the relevant buildings in Burtonport has been completed. Detailed design is 

also at an advanced stage and is currently completing.  



 

Importantly An Bord Pleanala held an Oral Hearing in respect of the Burtonport Harbour 

Redevelopment CPO (Case Ref:306336-20) on Tuesday 12
th

 Janaury 2020 at 10am. The 

Inspector concluded the Hearing by advising that he would prepare his recommendation to 

the Board and the Council must now await the Boards decision.  

 

 

1.2 EXISTING APPROVED CATEGORY 2 RRDF PROJECTS (2020) 

 

 

1.2.1 Back to Ballyshannon – A transformational project to re-energise, re-imagine and sustain 

the social, cultural, historical, physical and economic fabric of Ballyshannon’s historic 

town centre. 

Value: €247,500. (RRDF funding approved €185,625) 
 

The development of the project towards a ‘shovel ready’ Category 1 RRDF project has 

commenced with early feasibility work in respect of potential end user(s) for the building. 

This work is ongoing. The Team remains committed to progressing the development of 

this project to ‘shovel ready’ status in as timely a manner as possible. 

 

1.2.2 Ramelton Historic Town Centre – A Restorative & Transformational Public Realm 

Scheme. 

Value: €249,159 (RRDF funding approved €186,869) 

 

The tender process for fully integrated Architect Led Detailed Design & Supervision 

Services to bring this project through public consultation, Part VIII planning and detailed 

design to a contract ready capital project closed on Monday the 18
th

 January 2021. The 

tender assessment process has commenced and is at an advanced stage. Following 

completion of the evaluation of tenders a Tender Report will be submitted the DRCD for 

consideration. On receipt of DRCD approval the appointment of the Design Team and the 

formal launch and commencement of the project will take place, which is estimated to 

start in March 2021 with a completion date for this phase of the project in December 2021.  

 

1.3    THIRD CALL FOR CATEGORY 1 PROJECTS (SHOVEL READY) UNDER THE 

RURAL   

   REGENERATION & DEVELOPMENT FUND (RRDF) 

 

1.3.1. Ballybofey & Stranorlar 

 

The ‘SEED’ project – A sustainable, green regeneration project to Strengthen, Engage, 

Enable and Deliver transformational change in Ballybofey-Stranorlar. 

 

This project was successfully submitted to the DRCD (RRDF) by 1
st
 December 2020 

deadline and is now under assessment. The project has a value of €9,756,969 and funding 

support of €8,781,272 is sought from the RRDF. 

 

1.3.2. Burtonport (Harbour to Island) Regeneration 

 

This project was successfully submitted to the DRCD (RRDF) by 1
st
 December 2020 

deadline and is now under assessment. The Project has a value of €2,060,752 and funding 

support of €1,854,677 is sought from the RRDF.  



 

1.3.3.  Carndonagh Tús Nua Regeneration Project 

 

This project was successfully submitted to the DRCD (RRDF) by 1
st
 December 2020 

deadline and is now under assessment. The Tús Nua project has a value of €9,542,852 and 

funding support of €8,218,982 is sought from the RRDF.  

 

1.3.4 Rathmullan RRDF Project Development work 

 

The Team met with ‘The Way Forward’ Group on Tuesday 5
th

 January 2021 at which it 

was agreed that fully integrated design team services would now be procured to advance 

the project through consultation and Part VIII planning. The necessary tender package is 

now being prepared by the Regeneration Team and it is hoped to open the associated 

tender process in early March 2021. Updates will be provided to the Elected Members of 

the Letterkenny & Milford Municipal District at an agreed future workshop and through 

Municipal District Reporting. 

 

1.4     REGENERATION STRATEGIES 

 

The Regeneration & Development Team had undertaken with Members to progress 

Regeneration Strategies in a number of Tier 2 Strategic Towns as a part of our work 

programme. This work has been progressing through in house resources and capacities 

together with consultancy services. An update on this area of the work programme is 

provided hereinunder:  

 

1.4.1 Ramelton Action Plan 

 

The Ramelton Action Plan was formally launched on 3
rd

 July 2020.  

 

The Plan was funded by the Department of Rural and Community Development under the 

Town and Village Renewal Scheme and is the result of collaboration with the local 

community, Donegal County Council and Dedalus Architecture. 

  

The Plan can be viewed at the following link:  

http://www.donegalcoco.ie/media/donegalcountyc/planning/pdfs/rameltonactionplan/Ram

elton%20Action%20Plan.pdf 

  

1.4.2 Killybegs Regeneration Strategy & Action Plan 

 

The final Regeneration Strategy and Action Plan was endorsed by the Elected Members of 

the Donegal MD at a workshop on Tuesday 26
th

 January 2021. The appropriate 

arrangements for the launch of the Strategy are presently being considered.  

 

1.4.3 Ballybofey Regeneration Strategy & Action Plan 

 

A Draft Regeneration Strategy and Action Plan was presented to the Elected Members of 

the Stranorlar-Lifford MD at a workshop on 1
st
 February 2021, followed by a workshop 

with BASICC later in the same week. 

 

http://www.donegalcoco.ie/media/donegalcountyc/planning/pdfs/rameltonactionplan/Ramelton%20Action%20Plan.pdf
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/media/donegalcountyc/planning/pdfs/rameltonactionplan/Ramelton%20Action%20Plan.pdf


Following the workshops with the Stranorlar-Lifford MD and BASICC, the Regeneration 

and consultancy team are processing the feedback received with a view to undertaking 

further consultation on the draft strategy which will in due course, lead to the finalization 

of the document and launch.  

 

1.4.4 Ballyshannon Regeneration Strategy & Action Plan 

 

Stage 1 of the project is now nearing completion following a period of extensive 

consultation. A dedicated campaign of public consultation took place online over a period 

of 3 weeks commencing on Monday 25
th

 January 2021 and concluding on Monday 15
th

 

February 2021. The online public engagement centered on the launch of a dedicated 

project website, facebook page and twitter page, and provided for responses via an online 

resident/visitor survey, a business survey, a feedback form for individual submissions as 

well as a kids’ page. An online Public Consultation Event was also held on the afternoon 

of Wednesday 3
rd

 February which was attended by over 60 no. participants. On the whole 

there has been a hugely positive response to the public engagement with in excess of 250 

no. online surveys completed and c.50 no. individual submissions received via the online 

feedback form.  

 

The consultants, GM Design Associates Limited, are currently in the process of collating, 

recording and interpreting the findings and results of the public and stakeholder 

engagement together with the conclusions of the baseline analysis of the town centre 

including the audit of existing economic activity and the SWOT analysis already 

undertaken, and this will be presented in a Stage 1 Report entitled ‘Ballyshannon Baseline 

Profile’. It is anticipated that a draft Stage 1 Report will be completed and submitted to the 

Regeneration and Development Team on Friday 5
th

 March. This Report will furthermore 

identify the key emerging priorities for the study area and will directly inform the Draft 

Regeneration Strategy and Action Plan, the preparation of which will commence directly 

following review and approval of the Stage 1 Report. 
 

The progression of the Ballyshannon Regeneration Strategy and Action Plan has been 

impacted by the national public health emergency and as a result the timeline for the 

project has been adjusted in order to ensure that the involvement of all key stakeholders 

including the local community can be fully included. The adjusted timeline is scheduled to 

deliver a Draft Regeneration Strategy by the end of April 2021 and a Final Regeneration 

Strategy by the end of June 2021. 

 

1.4.5  An Clochán Liath (Dungloe) Regeneration Strategy & Action Plan 

 

Stage 1 of the project is ongoing and to date a baseline analysis of An Clochán Liath 

(Dungloe) Town Centre including an audit of existing economic activity had been 

undertaken and targeted consultations have taken place. 

 

A public consultation event previously took place (28
th

 January 2020) in respect of the An 

Clochán Liath (Dungloe) Strategy, therefore Stage 1 of this project will include for follow 

on public engagement providing for the presentation of the results and findings of the 

preliminary consultation and an opportunity for feedback in respect of the same, which 

will thereafter inform the Draft Regeneration Strategy and Action Plan. This consultation 

will take place online through the provision of a dedicated webpage, facebook and twitter 

pages and preparations for this are at an advanced stage with a targeted launch date of 

Monday 1
st
 March. A 2 week consultation period will follow thereafter. 



 

The progression of the An Clochán Liath (Dungloe) Regeneration Strategy and Action 

Plan has been impacted by the national public health emergency which has affected the 

ability to engage with the public, stakeholders and to hold meetings and events. As a result 

the timeline for the project has been adjusted in order to ensure that the involvement of all 

key stakeholders including the local community can be fully facilitated. The adjusted 

timeline is scheduled to deliver a Draft Regeneration Strategy by the end of April 2021 

and a Final Regeneration Strategy by the end of June 2021.   

 

2.0 URBAN REGENERATION AND DEVELOPMENT FUND (URDF) 
 

2.1 Application submitted to the Urban Regeneration & Development Fund (May 2020) 

 

The URDF application Letterkenny 2040 (Phase 1) ‘Re-energise and Connect the Historic 

Town Centre’ was submitted to the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government on 28
th

 May 2020. 

 

The project is an ambitious, transformative and strategic step in Letterkenny’s longer term 

regeneration goal to transform the core of the town as a liveable ‘place for People and 

Public Life’. It includes an exciting blend of five inter-related sub-projects which are: 

 

A. The Cathedral Quarter – Making a Creative District: 

- A re-imagined public space at Market Square 

- A revitalized and accessible Church Lane through delivery of a shared surface 

scheme 

- A 1,500 sqm Creative Design Hub with green urban parkland 

- A repurposed vacant building as a Tourist Office 

B. Enabling Renewal at Lower Main Street 

- Strategic land assembly and acquisition package 

C. Revival at the Courthouse 

- New enterprise space blended with a tourist attraction in the Historic Courthouse 

presenting ‘Donegal: People and Place’. 

D. Enabling a Regional Transport Hub   

- Strategic land acquisition 

E. LK Green Connect  

- Strategic land acquisition to  connect origins, destinations and targets 

-  

The application is currently under assessment and has an estimated overall value of 

€18.1m (approx.). DoHPLG have indicated that an announcement on successful 

applications is now expected in March 2021.  

 
 

2.2 Existing approved URDF project in Letterkenny (application submitted 2018; final 

approval to proceed received September 2019) 

 

This application secured €1.9m in URDF monies, match funded by €600,000 for three 

sub-projects, the detail and progress of which is set out below:  



 

(i) Preparation of a Regeneration Strategy for Letterkenny Town Centre. 

 
The process to prepare Letterkenny 2040 Regeneration Strategy commenced on 14

th
 

January 2021 by means of a workshop with Letterkenny-Milford MD facilitated by the 

lead consultant for the project, The Paul Hogarth Company.  

 

The MD workshop was followed by launch of the first phase of public engagement on 8
th

 

February 2021 which will be active until 7
th

 March 2021. Stakeholders and the wider 

public are being engaged in a number of ways as follows:  

 Promotion of the project through a project website www.letterkenny2040.ie  

 Circulation and promotion of a short survey via the project website.  

 Circulation and promotion of a short children’s survey via the project website and 

via direct communication with schools.  

 A series of cross-directorate workshops  

 A series of stakeholder workshops around key thematic areas (both statutory and 

community stakeholders) 

 An engagement with representatives of the Youth Council 

 An engagement with representatives of the Older Peoples Council 

 Radio advertisements and engagement via the Gregg Hughes Show on Highland 

Radio. 

 Continuous social media posts to encourage engagement.  

 

 

Following the closing of the 1
st
 phase of consultation, the consultancy team will analyse 

the findings and progress to the preparation of a draft masterplan at which time there will 

be further engagement with Letterkenny-Milford MD.  

 
(ii) Acquisition of key town centre regeneration site. 

 

Works to progress interests in the key regeneration site approved by DoHLG for 

acquisition continues with intent. Progress has been affected by the National public health 

emergency and negotiations are subject to Covid related restrictions. The Elected 

Members of Letterkenny-Milford MD were briefed on the current position at a workshop 

on the 8
th

 February 2021 and a further update is scheduled to take place at a workshop on 

the 8
th

 March 2021.  

 

(iii) Public realm in the area of the Public Services Centre and Joe Bonnar Rd 

 

Detailed design of the public realm approved is being carried out using in-house 

architectural resources and is now completing. The Elected Members of Letterkenny-

Milford MD were fully briefed on the detailed design proposals at a workshop on the 8
th

 

February 2021 and a further update is scheduled to take place at a workshop on the 8
th

 

March 2021 prior to initiating a procurement process in respect of a construction 

contractor.  

 

2.3 Update in relation to an Architectural Competition to Re-imagine Market Square, 

Letterkenny. 

 

http://www.letterkenny2040.ie/


The Evaluation Team is continuing with the process to assess the submissions received 

with the objective of determining an appropriate final shortlist of submissions for the 

purposes of public consultation. The next scheduled evaluation team meeting is Tuesday 

2
nd

 March. Prior to public consultation, a workshop of Letterkenny-Milford MD will be 

scheduled to brief Elected Members on the shortlisted submissions and arrangements for 

consultation. The Evaluation Team will determine the winning submissions taking account 

of the feedback from public consultation.  

 

 

2.4        Letterkenny Cultural Corridor project 

 

Letterkenny’s cultural partners (Donegal County Museum, the Regional Cultural Centre 

and An Grianan Theatre) secured funding from the Irish Architectural Foundations ‘Re-

imagine’ project to undertake the Letterkenny Cultural Corridor project in 2020.  

 

To date, the project architects have developed a number of short term and temporary sign 

posting interventions which have been installed to improve and enhance the existing 

physical connection between the three institutions.  

 

The more long term aspirations of the project to provide a new and more direct physical 

link between the three cultural institutions was presented to a workshop of Letterkenny-

Milford MD on 8
th

 October 2020. Following this, the team engaged further with the local 

stakeholders with particular reference to Letterkenny Tennis Club to explore the potential 

to coordinate the project with the objectives and aspirations of the Tennis Club. To 

facilitate this engagement, a detailed topographical survey has been carried out of the area, 

prior to Christmas 2020 and the architects are now exploring access arrangements further. 

In parallel, there are ongoing discussions in relation to site boundaries which are required 

to be closed out. Once these discussions are closed out and the explorative work is 

complete, a full options briefing will be brought to Letterkenny-Milford MD together with 

clarity on a recommended pathway to part VIII in respect of the Cultural Corridor.  

 
 

Regeneration & Development Team 

March 2021. 
 



 
Municipal District: Inishowen    

 
Activity / Project Update 9 March 2021 
 

 
Activity / Project Title North West Greenway Network (NWGN) 

Project 
Description/Activity 

 

To design, develop and deliver segregated greenway (shared walking & cycling) 
routes between Muff and Derry City (c.10.5km); Buncrana and Derry City 
(c.32.5km) and Lifford- Strabane (c. 3.5km); 

Budget (if applicable) 
 

14.85€ million: includes matching funding provided by Department of Transport 
and Department for Infrastructure (DfI) 

Progress Since Last Update, 
12 January 2021 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Overall Project Progress – Key Activities completed 
 
1. Consultation process for Route Selection completed for Routes 1 and 2 
2. Landowner engagement: engagement on route 2 completed; engagement 

on route 1 ongoing. 
3. Brand and Logo adopted (see logo to the left) 
4. Design Option Reports progressing for Bridgend, Castletown and Fahan 
5. Design Option Reports completed for Burnfoot, Inch and Magherabeg 
6. All surveys completed for route 1 
7. Planning consent timelines established and agreed 
 

Route 2 Timeline – Key Dates 
 

31 March 2019       - Part 8 approval 
1 March 2021         - Finalise drawings for tender process 
21 March 2021       - SEUPB approval of full tender documentation 
Late March 2021     - Publish construction tender  
June 2021              - Contractor on site in Muff 
 
 

Route 1: Key tasks which are ongoing 
 
1. Finalise alignment in Bridgend, Fahan and Castletown 
2. Revisit corridor option linking Newtowncunningham (due to ecology report) 
3. Finalise Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
4. Submit planning application to An Bord Pleanála mid-year 2021 
5. Ongoing communications – directly and indirectly – with landowners and 

interested parties (particularly utilising social media) 
 

  

Key Project Targets for the 
next 6 months 

 

 
 

 
 

April 2021              -  Complete landowner engagement on alignments (route 1) 
Late March 2021     - Publish tender for construction of route 2, Muff 
June 2021              - Contractor on site in Muff 
June-Sept. 2021      - Oversee construction work in Muff 
Mid-year 2021         - Finalise EIAR and submit planning application 
 

Contact Persons Ronan Gallagher, Communications Manager, 087 649 5537 
Patrick Brennan, Project Engineer 087 113 2786 

 


